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BEYETS  Chinese Syllables \
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A Chinese syllable is usually made up of an initial, a final and a tone. Generally

king, one Chinese character corresponds to one syllable. A Chinese syllable can have
itial, but must have a final and a tone.

IIBAIETS Sylable | A Inital | B Final A Tone

mao (%, cat) m ao -
ya (&, fish) i ’
jie (41, elder sister ) j ie v
er (=, two) er .

te: When / or i acts as a syllable by itself, v is added before it, with the two dots on the o]
i being removed; when u acts as a syllable by itself, w is added before it.






féiji maobi erji



HASEEPAEREIN Tone Sandhi: 3" tone + 3" tone

A AN N R WA R TN, 3+ 37N 2+ 30 i
et (#R) " + “hdo (#F) " N "ni hao” . fEJRTETFFmE, HEhRILN .

When two thi

tone. i.e., the 3+3 sequence becomes a 243 one. For example,

read “ni hao". However, when put in the written form, the original tone is kept.

\V4 + A4 — / + \V4
ni (1) hdo (#f) ni hao
ké (7T) yi (¥4) ké yi

fu (48) ddo () fa dao




B4 A The Neutral Tone

O PR T DU LASh , A Ay AN S AR U M ff “fpptim
an .

Apart from the four tones mentioned previously, there is anothe

ich is short and light, known as “the neutral tone™

r tone in Chinese.
. For example:

mama yeye nainai baba
1 4% " 343 &




J+ q and x are known as coronals. The surface of the tongue touches the hard palate
vhen pronouncing j and g. While ¢ brings out a strong airflow, j doesn't., When x is

ronounced, the surface of the tongue approaches the hard palate without reaching it,
eaving a gap in between,




z, ¢ and s are dentals. When pronouncing z and ¢, the front part of the tongue
wuches the inner surface of the upper teeth and then immediately parts with it, form
gap in between. z is pronounced with no strong airflow, while ¢ comes with an obvi
irflow. When pronouncing s, the front part of the tongue tip stays away from the in
irface of the upper teeth all along, leaving a gap for the airflow to get through.




Both u and i are pronounced with rounded lips. When saying i, the tongue is in a front
sition, with the tip pressing the inner surface of the lower teeth; when saying u, the tongue

in a back position, with the tip staying away from the inner surface of the lower teeth. and
¢ tongue should be held backwards to pronounce the sound right.




AT B9 Tone Sandhi of “F (by)” & 036
1) “A" TR —., =, = FINAEN

When “A" is followed by a syllable in the first, second or third tone, its tone doesn't

change.
bu chi buxing  bu hdo bu hé bunéng  bu xidng
Lo not eat not OK not good to not drink can’t don’t want

2) UANT AR DU A A
When “A3" is followed by a syllable in the fourth tone, it changes into the second tone.

bu hui bu shi bi kan
to be unable to (o be not to not look




FEA (2) : B8 00 FFLOBIR|. q. xABBEN

ules of Pinyin (2): U or finals led by i with j, q, x

G R G T3 AOTE) BERR P RE o qu x HIDEAOBEOR, O 1P A0S, %5 i ju
Uy xuy TEUEBRGEE L n ADEOORHRE, {HRBEE 8 14, ni,

When i or a final beginning with i follows /, ¢ or x, the two dots on the top of i

ould be removed, for example, ju, qu, xu. However, if the initial is / or n, the form is /i
\d nii respectively.,

WrsR I ERI%, W U PFE SURE T & 037
Listen to the recording and read after it. Pay attention to the form and pronunciation of .
u ue uan un
ju jue juan jun
qu que quan qun
XU xue xuan xun




zh, ch, sh and r are a series of cacuminals, which are pronounced with the tongue ti
urned-up and coordinating with the front part of the hard palate. When saying zh and c¢/
he tongue tip first touches the hard palate and then opens a gap to let the air flow. ch come
vith a much stronger airflow, but z4 doesn’t. When saying sh, the tongue tip doesn’t touc

he hard palate, leaving a gap all along. Different from sh, r is pronounced with the voc:
ords vibrating.




When saying the alveolar nasal n [n], the tongue tip. should press the upper alveol:
ridge; when saying the velar nasal ng [n], the back part of the tongue forms an arch and th
root of the tongue moves back and presses the soft palate. Compared with n [n], which
pronounced with the upper and lower teeth close to each other, ng[n] is pronounced wil
the mouth more wide-open.




#9359  Tone Sandhi of “— (y1)” & 04-6
T IR L SRR R DU

When “—" is followed by a syllable in the first, second or third tone, it changes into
the fourth tone.

yi zhang yi tido yi zhdng

one sheet/piece one (long) piece one type

T RS DU Y AR A
When “—" is followed by a syllable in the fourth, it changes into the second tone.
yiding yi kudi

sure, certainly one piece

AR R A
When “— is used alone or in a number, its tone doesn’t change.
diyi yi er san xingqi yi shiyi baifénzhi yi

first one, two, three Monday eleven one percent




,of Pinyin (3): use of y and w

PLi. u. GRSk 98B a4 s b, EPFEREMHy siw, H
LA

If a final beginning with i, « or i has no initial before it, y or w is used in the written
See the following table for details:

238 Final 5% Written Form

©ivinving yivyin.ying

eginning with / ia.ie.iao.ian.iang.iong ya.ye.yao.yan.yang.yong

iy ' you

—_— o et e— - . S

u - wu

eginning with ¢ ' ua.uo.uai.uan.uang.ueng | wa. wo. wai.wan.wang.weng

S + e ——— e ———————————

" uivun - wei.wen

e

e
.

|

|

|

eginning with ¢ . U.ude.uan.un

yu.yue.yuan.yun







