
  Les Verbes   -er   -ir   -re 
 

INTRODUCTION 

French verbs have to be “conjugated” or “inflected”; that is, changed according 

to how they are used. They have five to six different conjugations for each tense 

and mood. 

 The basic form of a verb is called the infinitive and is the name of the verb. 

 

The English infinitive is “to” followed by a verb, while the French infinitive is a 
single word with one of three infinitive endings (-er, –ir, or –re).  

These can then be further divided into regular verbs, which follow a standard 
pattern of verb conjugations, and irregular verbs, which don’t: 

 

 

 

1. -er parler (to speak)  Regular -er verbs  Irregular -er verbs  

2. -ir finir (to finish) Regular -ir verbs  Irregular -ir verbs  

3. -re vendre (to sell) Regular -re verbs  Irregular -re verbs  
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-ER verbe  
 Simply put, to conjugate an -er verbe, drop 
the -er and add the appropriate ending 
according to the person and tense. 
 For example, in the present tense you add 
 -e, -es, -e, -ons, -ez, or -ent to the remaining stem after removing -er.                 
 

Par exemple… 

parler (to talk, speak) 

je parle   

tu parles   

il/elle/on parle   

nous   parlons  

vous parlez  

ils/elles parlent  

 

Endings  

  

je -e   nous   -ons 

tu -es   vous -ez 

il -e   ils -ent 

 

abaisser to lower, to 

push/pull down 

abîmer to ruin 

aimer to like, to love 

arriver to arrive, to 

happen 

bouger** to move 

brosser to brush 

changer** to change 

chanter to sing 

chercher to look for 

commencer** to begin, 

start 

corriger** to correct 

danser to dance 

demander to ask for 

détester to hate 

donner to give 

écouter to listen to 

effacer** to erase 

étudier to study  

féliciter to congratulate 

fêter to celebrate 

gagner to win, to earn 

glisser to slide 

habiter to live 

jouer to play 

manger** to eat 

manquer to miss 

marcher to walk, to 

function 

monter to climb 

nager** to swim 

 
parler to talk, to speak 

partager** to share 

penser to think 

regarder to watch, to 

look at 

skier to ski 

travailler to work 

trouver to find 

visiter to visit (a place) 

voyager** to travel 
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-Ir verbe 
 

To conjugate these verbs, drop the -ir from 

the infinitive and add the second conjugation 

present tense endings: 

 -is, -is, -it, -issons, -issez, -issent.  

The singular and plural forms of the third 

person are clearly distinguishable  

(finit vs. finissent). ... Irregular -ir verbs include ouvrir, partir, sortir, and 

dormir.  

Par exemple… 

remplir (to fill)     

je remplis   

tu remplis   

il/elle/on remplit   

nous   remplissons  

vous remplissez  

ils/elles remplissent  

je -is   nous   -issons 

tu -is   vous -issez 

il -it   ils -issent 

abolir   to abolish 

accomplir   to 
accomplish 

agir   to act 

agrandir   to enlarge, 
to increase 

avertir   to warn 

bâtir   to build 

bénir   to bless 

blanchir   to whiten, 
to lighten 

choisir   to choose 

convertir   to convert 

définir   to define 

 

établir   to 
establish 

étourdir   to stun, 
to 
deafen, 
to make 
dizzy 

finir   to finish 

franchir   to clear 
(an 
obstacle) 

grossir   to gain 
weight, 
to get fat 

guérir   to cure, 
to heal, 
to 
recover 

investir   to invest 
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maigrir   to lose weight, 
to get thin 

nourrir   to feed, to 
nourish 

obéir   to obey 

punir   to punish 

réfléchir   to reflect, to 
think 

remplir   to fill 

réussir   to succeed 

rougir   to blush, to turn 
red 

saisir   to seize 

vieillir   to age, grow old 
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-Re verbe  
The present tense: regular -re (third 

conjugation) verbs . If an infinitive ends 

in -re, it means the verb belongs to the 

third conjugation, for example, attendre, vendre, entendre. The stem of -re 

verbs in the present tense is formed by taking the infinitive and chopping off -

re. 

Par exemple… 

perdre (to lose) 

je perds   nous   perdons 

tu perds   vous perdez 

il/elle/on perd   ils/elles perdent 

Endings      

Je          -s        nous      -ons 

Tu         -s        vous       -ez 

il /elle   –         ils/elles -ent 

 

 

 

 

 

attendre   to wait 
(for) 

confondre   to confuse 

correspondre   to 
correspond 

défendre   to defend 

dépendre   to depend 

descendre   to descend 

entendre   to hear, to 
understand 

étendre   to stretch 

fondre   to melt 

mordre   to bite 

pendre   to hang, 
suspend 

perdre   to lose 

prétendre   to claim 

rendre   to give 
back, to 
return 

répandre   to spread, to 
scatter 

répondre   to answer 

suspendre   to suspend 

tordre   to twist 

vendre   to sell 
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Most common verbs Irregular 

 

 

 

 

 

aller 

avoir 

croire 

devoir 

dire 

 être 

faire 

falloir 

manquer 

pouvoir 

 savoir 

tenir 

vivre 

voir 

vouloir 
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