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A ‘short-cut’ to the record books -

For Ajay Ghosh, short-hand writing was a hobby which he
took up as a career — and he did it brilliantly, working his
way to the record books. Ashok Kalkur meets the senior
Parliamentary short-hand reporter whose name finds pride of
place in the Limea Book of Records....

It was by a quirk of fate that he stumbled upon his own name in the
record books, Until then — or for nearly two years, to be precise — Mr.
Ajay Ghosh, senlor parliamentary reporter in the Rajya Sabha, was
blissfully unaware that his name figured in the Limca Book of Records
as the fastest short-hand writer in Hindi. His speed: an amazing 230
words per minute.

Mr. Ghosh's achievement Is unique in that he never intended to
become a short-hand writer in the first place; he only took it up as a
hobby. “'I wanted to become an Alr Force pilot but could not,” he states
bluntly. "I also nurtured dreams of becoming a commercial pilot but
finance was a problem for someone who belonged to the labour class.”

Born in Ferozepur district of Punjab, Mr. Ghosh's mother-tongue is
Punjabi. His father, the late Comrade Ujagar Ram, named him after
the first general secretary of the Communist Party of India, Ajay
Ghosh. Comrade Ujagar Singh was an active member of the CPI and
was intensely preoccupied with party work. Initially, life was one big

Meet...

Ajay Ghosh
struggle and it was young Ajay's mother who was the driving force
behind him. Though Ajay took up Hindi short-hand as a hobby, eco
nomic constraints at home forced him subsequently to take it up as a
career.

Alter obtaining a diploma in Hindi short-hand from Ludhiana, he
passed the stenography examination held by the Union Public Service
Commission in 1977 In his very first attempt. *'[ worked very hard and
used to practise till late in the night,” he recollects, He got selected in
the Rajasthan Assembly as a reporter twice in 1979 and 1980 by
topping in the examination. But he did not join.

The following year, he got selected in the Himachal Assembly as
reporter. “[ joined there but kept my ambition alive to become a
parliamentary reporter.”” In 1984 when a chance presented itself, he
grabbed it with both hands and has not looked back since. He joined
the Rajya Sabha after topping the examination and has since been
recording every word uttered by the members. In 1988, he again

“There was a time I used to listen to Hindi
songs and jot them down in short-hand to
improve my speed...."”

::rnp:(:'ethe Surll}a;nfnlziryfr’c;?(m;lrs}"(iru;!c-l" examination and, in the
! ar itsell, he won the 26th short-hand competition held by the
;ﬂndk Parishad with a speed of 230 words per minute. I was also
1noured for giving the best accuracy In this test. I had only made 1.1
pcrllccm mistake which itself is a record till now.”
2 ({L}x}ﬂn}g my carly years, the golng was far from smooth,"” reminisces
Pu}n;h‘n’s'rh I was a resident of Punjab where the local language was
Ao J Tcrc was no coaching centre or gulde apart from the local
Al:'om h raining Institute where | got myself enrolled in 1975-76."
dimcullt"t ti:k]nh as parliamentary reporter, Mr. Ghosh says: “It is
ey ‘Iin(l’ll-;lrl; d;;]wn notes ::hrn ;1 non-Hindj speaking MP takes the
oy e L L 08€ members who do not come prepare | als
problems as they are not ve i ‘ o oy et o, e
: i ry articulate, Further, re °rs face di
D wheri her g » reporters face diff)
| echnical words are used In such ¢
: ‘ sed. 1 cases, the
;{pr»ﬂms meet the member either during the break or after the H <I-
is adjourned for the day.” T
E‘Vhat does it take to become a good reporter?
A person has to hawe a good command over the language besides
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being well informed. He should not be at sea when different issues arc
raised in the House by politicians. Of course ntial for the
job." he says, adding “One can improve speed only througl
regular practice.”” Mr. Ghosh who has the added r
recording speeches in Urdu language in the House himself used to
put in several hours every day before he achieved l King
feat. “When the House is not in session. | pra

speed is esse

ones

There was a time when [ used to listen t
down in short-hand to improve my speed and accuracy

Now Mr. Ghosh has set his heart on setting a 1 f 1 vritin
in ‘\hllll’h-’ll]t! for Ii}n- maximum number of hours. He recalls that

re Werts
¢ wer

during his stint in the Himachal Assembly the

he had to work non-stop for two hours. **At times som¢
used to just give up. This was primarily because of
reporters. This, however, is not the case in Rajya Sabh 1CT
ers enjoy a break every five minutes.’
Short-hand writing, he contends, is a career in itsel{ and those ‘”

the right kind of drive can rise to the level of Joir

unemployment on the rise, students should lear
{ h

never knows when the art will come handy.”” he state:
promotion opportunities are aj lenty in the profession
While advocating introduction of short-hand writing course in

t goal is to get h

leges, 45-year-old Mr. Ghosh reveals that his nex
name into the Guinness Book of World Record:

Hindi songs and jot them




)

N Vidyasagar
AJAY GHOSH may not be the most
garrulous of speakers but he sure
can beat everyone hollow when it
comes to taking down notes in Hindi.
The new Limca Book of Records
lists Ghosh, a senior parliamentary
reporter in the Rajya Sabha, as hav-
ing a phenomenal speed of 230
words per minute in Hindi shorthand.
His accuracy levels are 99 per cent.
This has eamed him a gold medal

from the Limca Book of Records. To :

Ghosh also goes the credit of a “cent
per cent accuracy record” in UPSC'’s
PIB reporters competition. This
achievement has made people talk
about Ghosh in the corridors of
power with awe. He is, after all, a
record holder amidst India’s lawmak-
ers.

“ have always been fascinated
by speed. My unfulfilled childhood
ambition was to become a pilot in the
Air Force. When | could not achieve
that, | took up shorthand as a hobby
— justto write fast and that became
my profession,” says the 44-year-

old Ghosh, who is proud of his
achievements, especially since he,
himself, is a non-Hindi speaking per-
son.

Born and brought up as Balbir
Chand in the Ludhiana district of
Punjab, his father renamed him after
Ajay Ghosh, the first general secre-
tary of the Commu-
nist Party of India.

It is part of
Ghosh’'s job to
record every word
uttered by House
members when the
Rajya Sabha is in
session, along with
his colleagues.
“Speed is essential
to the job,” he says.
After getting his
name into the Limca “"
Book of WorldEs
Records, Ghosh is
now hoping that he &8
will also make it to
the pages of thegs
Guinness Book. §

“However fast technology grows,
shorthand won't die,” says Ghosh,
explaining that this genre is still used
in the British Parliament and the
American Senate.Yes, it is true that
tape-recorders have begun to re-
place shorthand and are being used
to record everything emanating from

the well of the House.

“But we record verbatim
speeches of what is being allowed
by the speaker,” says Ghosh. He
has been working at Parliament
House for the last two decades.

Ghosh has worked hard at im-

K KLaskar proving his speed
at Hindi shorthand
over the years.

Years ago, he
| would listen to
| Hindi songs and
| jot them down in
| shorthand to im-
| prove his speed
s and accuracy. But

% he realised that
despite all his ef-
forts, his speed
was abysmal
when he started
attending political
party meetings
and jotting down
the proceedings
in Hindi. “No one
could match the

speed with which former minister
Hukumdev Narayana Yadav spoke
in Hindi. He would speak with the
speed of a bullet,” recollects Ghosh.

“Very few people speak shudh
Hindi. They speak the language lib-
erally peppering it with words from
other dialects,” says Ghosh. But he
finds BJP leader Pramod Mahajan’s
Hindi the best among modern-day
politicians.

Ghosh lists Mamta Banerjee as
perhaps the worst Hindi speaker in
the House, with H Hanumanthapa
coming a close second. The best of
the lot is headed by Ram Vilas
Paswan, according to him. “Of
course, when politicians such as
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee
get emotional, speed is the last thing
that | pay attention to,” he says.

“My next mission will be to
achieve a record of writing in short-
hand for the maximum number of
hours. When there is a record of clap-
ping for the maximum number of

hours, why not try this one out? ™
asks Ghosh. = b
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NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 23, 1997

‘World record in Hindi
shorthand

From Our Correspondent

. SHRI Ajay Ghosh, a senior
. _parliamentary reporter, has

entered the Limca Book of
World Records for giving the
best accurate speed of 230
words per minute in Hindi

shorthand.

A winner of the 26th All
India Hindi Shorthand compe-
tition. Shri Ghosh had a mini-
mum of 1.1 per cent of mis-
takes during his shorthand
speed. He has been reporting
the proceedings of Rajya Sabha

for a long period. He also

‘achieved the distinction of

being a non-Hindi person at-
taining this feat in Hindi short-
hand.

Shri Ghosh had no inten-
tion of taking shorthand as a
career. He wanted to become a
pilot and had infact cleared the

Pilot Aptitude Battery Test

(PABT) way back in 1973-74.
He entered in the field of
shorthand as he didn’t have
enough money to go for com-
mercial pilot training.

L 4
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Mr. Ajay Ghosh who has achieved a new accu-
racy record in Hindi shorthand writing.

New accuracy record
in shorthand

A NEW DELHI, June 19.

Mr. Ajay Ghosh, a senior parliamentary re-

porter in Rajya Sabha, has achieved a new accu-

racy record in Hindi shorthand, writing at a
speed of 230 words per minute.

According to the latest Limca Book of Rec-
ords, Mr. Ghosh came out with a 99-per cent
accuracy in Hindi shorthand writing.

This has earned a gold medal for Mr. Ghosh
who has also to his credit “‘cent per cent accu-

:iacy record” in UPSC's PIB reporters competi-
on.

Mr. Ghosh already has a record of 230 words
per minute in his name. — UNI
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