
Understanding Present & Past 
Participles, Gerunds, and 

Infinitives
Unlock the secrets of English verbals and enhance your writing prowess.
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What Are Participles?
Participles are versatile verb forms that primarily function as 
adjectives. They add descriptive power to your sentences, 
showing action or state in relation to a noun or pronoun.

Present Participles

Ending in -ing (e.g., running, shining). They describe ongoing 
action or a state of being.

Past Participles

Often ending in -ed, -en, -d, -t, or -n (e.g., baked, broken). 
They describe a completed action or state.

Understanding participles allows for more concise and vivid 
descriptions in your writing.
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Present Participles: 10 Examples
These examples illustrate how present participles (verbs ending in -ing) effectively describe nouns by indicating ongoing 
action or state.

The running water is cold.

She wore a shining dress.

The laughing children played outside.

A barking dog woke me up.

The glowing stars lit the sky.

He gave a moving speech.

The falling leaves covered the ground.

The boiling kettle whistled loudly.

The dancing flames warmed the room.

The crying baby needed attention.
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Past Participles: 10 Examples
Past participles are crucial for forming perfect tenses and passive voice, but they also function powerfully as adjectives, 
describing nouns that have undergone an action.

1. The broken window was fixed yesterday. 2. She has baked a delicious cake.

3. The fallen leaves covered the path. 4. The written report was submitted on time.

5. The lost keys were found in the drawer. 6. The painted wall looks fresh.

7. The frozen lake is unsafe to walk on. 8. The worn shoes need replacing.

9. The chosen candidate accepted the offer. 10. The hidden treasure was discovered.
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What Are Gerunds?
Gerunds are fascinating verb forms that, like present participles, end in -
ing. However, their key distinction lies in their function: they act entirely 
as nouns.

Verb Forms as Nouns

They represent activities, concepts, or actions as if they were 
objects or ideas. Think of them as giving a name to an action.

Gerunds can occupy various noun positions within a sentence:

As the subject of a sentence.

As the object of a verb.

As the object of a preposition.
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Gerunds: 10 Examples
Observe how these gerunds (verbs ending in -ing) take on the role of nouns, naming activities or concepts within each 
sentence.

1
1. Swimming is my favourite sport.

2
2. She enjoys reading books.

3
3. Dancing requires practice.

4
4. They talked about travelling abroad.

5
5. Cooking can be relaxing.

6
6. He stopped smoking last year.

7
7. I look forward to meeting you.

8
8. Writing helps improve vocabulary.

9
9. Jogging every morning keeps me fit.

10
10. We discussed painting the house.
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What Are Infinitives?
Infinitives represent the base form of a verb, almost always preceded by the word 'to'. They are incredibly flexible, able to 
function in multiple ways within a sentence.

Purpose or Intention

Often used to explain why an action is performed, expressing goals 
or objectives.

Versatile Roles

Unlike participles or gerunds, infinitives can act as nouns, 
adjectives, or adverbs, depending on their context.

Remember, the "to" in an infinitive is part of the verb form, not a 
preposition. It's about the action itself, often in a potential or conceptual 
sense.
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Infinitives: 10 Examples
These sentences demonstrate the varied roles of infinitives, acting as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs to add depth and detail.

1
1. I like to read before bed.

2
2. She wants to learn French.

3
3. It is important to exercise daily.

4
4. They decided to leave early.

5
5. He hopes to win the competition.

1
6. We need to finish our homework.

2
7. The best way to succeed is to try hard.

3
8. She promised to call me later.

4
9. I forgot to lock the door.

5
10. He asked to join the team.
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Quick Recap: How to Spot 
Them
Distinguishing between these verbals is key to mastering them. Here's a 
concise summary to help you identify each one in context.

Present Participle
Verb + -ing, functions as an adjective. 
Example: The running dog.

Past Participle
Verb + -ed/-en/etc., functions as an adjective. 
Example: The broken vase.

Gerund
Verb + -ing, functions as a noun. 
Example: Swimming is fun.

Infinitive
To + base verb, functions as noun/adjective/adverb. 
Example: I like to swim.
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Mastering Verbals: Your Next 
Steps
Consistent practice is essential for confidently using participles, 
gerunds, and infinitives. Embrace these steps to solidify your 
understanding and elevate your English.

Practice Identifying
Actively look for participles, gerunds, and infinitives in texts 
you read. Try to determine their function in each sentence.

Create Your Own
Challenge yourself to write sentences incorporating each 
verbal form. Experiment with different contexts and roles.

Remember Their Core Purpose
Participles describe, gerunds name activities, and 
infinitives express purpose or potential. This 
fundamental distinction is key.

Keep Exploring
The world of English grammar is vast and rewarding. 
Continue your journey to make your communication 
richer and more precise!
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