
 

What is Vedic Astrology? 

Vedic astrology, an ancient Indian science, explains the movements and positions of planets in relation 

to time and their effects on human life and various elements on Earth. Its origins trace back thousands 

of years, initially focusing on planetary motion relative to stars, and later incorporating zodiac signs. 

According to Vedic astrology, the celestial framework consists of 27 constellations (Nakshatras), 12 

zodiac signs (Rashis), 9 planets (Navagrahas), and 12 houses (Bhavas)—each playing a significant 

role in shaping different aspects of life. When a person is born, the 12 zodiac signs are distributed 

across the 12 houses, while the 9 planets are placed in specific positions within the horoscope 

(Kundali). This chart serves as a blueprint for analyzing life events and personality traits. 

Vedic astrology employs a vast range of techniques and tools, like divisional charts (Vargas), 

Ashtakavarga, special ascendants (like Indu Lagna and Hora Lagna), Jaimini Sutras, and predictive 

chakras. Mastering these techniques requires years of dedicated study and practice. 
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House positions are fixed    House positions are not fixed 

Zodiac signs are not fixed    Zodiac signs are fixed 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Vedic Astrology Basics  

The 12 Zodiac Signs (Rashis) 

Each sign has a ruling planet, element, and specific qualities. 

Sign Ruler Element Exaltation Debilitation 

Aries (Mesha) Mars Fire Sun Saturn 

Taurus (Vrishabha) Venus Earth Moon Ketu 

Gemini (Mithuna) Mercury Air Rahu Ketu 

Cancer (Karka) Moon Water Jupiter Mars 

Leo (Simha) Sun Fire - - 

Virgo (Kanya) Mercury Earth Mercury Venus 

Libra (Tula) Venus Air Saturn Sun 

Scorpio (Vrishchika) Mars Water Ketu Moon 

Sagittarius (Dhanu) Jupiter Fire - - 

Capricorn (Makara) Saturn Earth Mars Jupiter 

Aquarius (Kumbha) Saturn Air - - 

Pisces (Meena) Jupiter Water Venus Mercury 

 

The 9 Planets (Nava grahas)  
Each planet has natural significations and a benefic plus malefic nature depending on one’s fate. 

Planet Significations Nature 

Sun (Surya) Soul, authority, father Mild Malefic 

Moon (Chandra) Mind, emotions, mother Benefic 

Mars (Mangal) Energy, courage, siblings Malefic 

Mercury (Budh) Intellect, communication Neutral 

Jupiter (Guru) Wisdom, expansion, wealth Benefic 

Venus (Shukra) Love, beauty, luxury Benefic 

Saturn (Shani) Discipline, hardships, longevity Malefic 

Rahu Ambition, illusion, foreign things Malefic 

Ketu Detachment, spirituality, past karma Malefic 

 



 

The 12 Houses (Bhavas) & Their Meanings 

House Significations 

1st (Lagna) Self, personality, health 

2nd Wealth, family, speech 

3rd Siblings, courage, communication 

4th Home, mother, comforts 

5th Creativity, children, education 

6th Enemies, debts, diseases 

7th Marriage, partnerships, business 

8th Inheritance, transformations, longevity 

9th Luck, religion, higher knowledge 

10th Career, status, achievements 

11th Gains, aspirations, social circles 

12th Losses, expenses, spirituality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9 planets 

 

 

 

 



Planets and Their Permanent Ownership of Zodiac Signs 

 

 

Zodiac – 27 Nakshatras – 4 padas for each nakshathra, Nakshathra lords, 9 padas in a zodiac sign. 

 

 

 



Bhava Chart vs. Rashi Chart in Vedic Astrology 

In Vedic astrology, both the Bhava Chart (House Chart) and the Rashi Chart (Zodiac Chart) are crucial tools 

for astrological analysis. While they may seem similar, they serve distinct purposes and provide different 

insights. 

What is a Rashi Chart? 

The Rashi Chart, also known as the Natal Chart, represents the twelve zodiac signs and their planetary 

positions at the time of birth. There will not be any house in the Rashi (Sign) chart. We do not call a 

Rashi (Sign) a House. A Rashi chart strictly represents signs, not houses. The sole purpose of the 

Rashi chart is to study and analyze the zodiac signs in which the planets are placed. 

In the Rashi chart, we examine the characteristics of signs, such as whether they are movable, fixed, 

or dual; masculine or feminine; associated with water, fire, earth, or air; bestial, human, fruitful, 

barren, or violent. These classifications are useful for various purposes, including determining the 

gender of a child, the nature of objects, the nature of results, methods of travel, types of vehicles, and 

object locations. 

Key Aspects of the Rashi Chart: 

 Construction: It is based on the placement of planets in the twelve zodiac signs (Aries, Taurus, 

Gemini, etc.) at birth. Each sign is precisely 30 degrees in length. 

 Interpretation: 

o Determines the personality, nature, and tendencies of an individual. 

o Helps understand planetary strength and quality based on exaltation, debilitation, friendly, 

or enemy signs. 

o Assists in assessing planetary aspects (Drishti) and their influence. 

o Used to study characteristics of planets and signs (e.g., fiery, watery, movable, fixed, dual, 

masculine, feminine, fruitful, barren, etc.). 

o Can determine the quality or quantity of an event by studying the nature and characteristics 

of a sign such as - airy, watery, earthy, fiery, movable, fixed, dual, masculine, feminine, 

fruitful or barren, bestial sign, human sign, mute sign, voice sign, violent sign, etc. 

 Primary Use: It gives an overview of an individual's character and general life themes but does not 

predict specific life events. 

What is a Bhava Chart? 

The Bhava Chart, or House Chart, contains houses (bhavas), focuses on the twelve houses, each 

representing different aspects of life such as career, relationships, health, and finances, etc. In the Bhava 

chart, we analyze the significance of each house rather than the nature of the signs. For example, the 

6th house represents a person’s fighting methods, debts, diseases, jobs, enemies, victories, 

competitions, and even divorce. If two Bhavas fall within the same Rashi, the ruler of that sign 

becomes the lord of both houses. For instance, if the 5th and 6th houses are placed in Aries, then 

Mars becomes the ruler of both Bhavas. 

Key Aspects of the Bhava Chart: 

 Construction: 

o Unlike the Rashi Chart, the Bhava Chart is based on houses (Bhavas) derived from the 

Ascendant (Lagna). 

o The house divisions are not necessarily equal to 30 degrees and vary depending on the 

calculation method used - Placidus, Sripati, Whole Sign, Equal House, etc.. 



 Interpretation: 

o Determines specific life events and challenges based on planetary placements in houses. 

o Indicates the nature of planets (benefic/malefic) based on house ownership. 

o Helps predict event timing (when something will happen). 

o Evaluates planetary significations related to career, marriage, children, education, and 

travel. 

o Used to determine planetary house occupation, which cannot be analyzed in the Rashi 

Chart alone. 

 Primary Use: The Bhava Chart is used for event predictions and assessing the timing of life events 

through dasha, transit, and other predictive techniques. 

Key differences between bhava chart and rashi chart 

Aspect Rashi Chart (Sign Chart) Bhava Chart (House Chart) 

Purpose 
Personality traits, nature, and 

tendencies 
Event prediction, life events 

Planetary 

Placement 
Shows planets in zodiac signs Shows planets in houses 

Strength of 

Planets 

Assesses planets based on exaltation, 

debilitation, friendly, enemy sign, etc. 

Determines if a planet is benefic or malefic 

based on house ownership 

Predictive Power 
Provides general tendencies and helps 

bhava chart in event timing 

Effectively used for event prediction and 

timing 

Aspects 

Considered 
Zodiac sign-based planetary aspects 

Aspects are not calculated with houses. 

House-based planetary influences are 

assessed 

Used in Divisional 

Charts? 
Not much used 

Used to derive ascendants for divisional 

charts (D9, D10, etc.) 

Why is the Bhava Chart More Important for Predictions? 

 The Rashi Chart alone cannot determine whether an event will happen. 

 Bhava Chart is necessary to check: 

o Exact event nature and type (education, job, marriage, children, travel, etc.). 

o Planetary significance (whether a planet rules favorable houses). 

o Event fructification (whether the event will happen or not). 

o Accurate event timing (when the event will occur). 

o Divisional Chart Ascendants (Navamsa D9, Dashamsa D10, etc.). 

House Division Systems in Bhava Chart 

Several methods exist for calculating house placements in the Bhava Chart. Some commonly used systems 

include: 

1. Placidus House System (recommended for accuracy) 

2. Sripati System (not recommended for predictive accuracy) 

3. Equal House System (not recommended for predictive accuracy) 

4. Whole Sign House System (not recommended for predictive accuracy) 



Among these, Placidus is preferred for KP Astrology because it accurately calculates house cusps and 

degrees, which are essential for precise event prediction. 

Both the Rashi Chart and Bhava Chart play vital roles in predictions. The Rashi Chart provides a broad 

understanding of personality and planetary strengths, while the Bhava Chart is indispensable for 

determining life events and their timing. For practical predictions, astrologers rely more on the Bhava Chart 

along with divisional charts and Dasha systems. 

 

 

Nakshatras (27 Stars) 

 Definition: Nakshatras are 27 lunar constellations that divide the zodiac. Each Nakshatra spans 

13°20' in the zodiac. 

 Ruling Planets: Each Nakshatra is governed by a planet that influences its nature. 

 Characteristics: Each Nakshatra has unique attributes that affect personality, events, and timing. 

 Padas (Quarters): Each Nakshatra is divided into four Padas, each spanning 3°20'. 

Vimshottari Dasha System 

 Definition: A planetary time cycle that determines major life events. 

 Mahadasha: The main period of a planet’s influence in a person’s life (total cycle = 120 years). 

 Antardasha: Sub-periods within a Mahadasha, refining event predictions. 

 Order of Dasha Planets: Ketu → Venus → Sun → Moon → Mars → Rahu → Jupiter → Saturn → 

Mercury. 

 Significance: Helps in timing major life events like career changes, marriage, and health issues. 

Planets and their dasha time periods.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here’s a Nakshatra Table listing all 27 Nakshatras, their ruling planets, and key traits: 

Nakshatra Ruling Planet Key Traits 

Ashwini Ketu Quick, adventurous, healing abilities 

Bharani Venus Strong-willed, passionate, transformative 

Krittika Sun Sharp, leadership, fiery nature 

Rohini Moon Creative, nurturing, materialistic 

Mrigashira Mars Curious, restless, explorer 

Ardra Rahu Intense, transformative, emotional depth 

Punarvasu Jupiter Rejuvenating, optimistic, adaptable 

Pushya Saturn Nurturing, disciplined, spiritual 

Ashlesha Mercury Mysterious, strategic, deep thinker 

Magha Ketu Royal, authoritative, ancestral connection 

Purva Phalguni Venus Luxurious, pleasure-seeking, artistic 

Uttara Phalguni Sun Leadership, helpful, protective 

Hasta Moon Skillful, intelligent, detail-oriented 

Chitra Mars Creative, dynamic, independent 

Swati Rahu Freedom-loving, diplomatic, adaptable 

Vishakha Jupiter Goal-oriented, determined, ambitious 

Anuradha Saturn Loyal, harmonious, disciplined 

Jyeshtha Mercury Protective, secretive, authoritative 

Moola Ketu Deep, transformative, spiritual seeker 

Purva Ashadha Venus Ambitious, independent, persuasive 

Uttara Ashadha Sun Leadership, success-oriented, disciplined 

Shravana Moon Wise, traditional, excellent communicator 

Dhanishta Mars Musical, wealthy, determined 

Shatabhisha Rahu Mysterious, scientific, healer 

Purva Bhadrapada Jupiter Intense, mystical, idealistic 

Uttara Bhadrapada Saturn Patient, spiritual, service-oriented 

Revati Mercury Compassionate, intuitive, artistic 

 

Vimshottari Dasha Cycle Table, showing the Dasha sequence and duration for each planet: 

Planet Dasha Duration (Years) Dasha Sequence 

Ketu 7 1st 

Venus 20 2nd 

Sun 6 3rd 

Moon 10 4th 

Mars 7 5th 

Rahu 18 6th 

Jupiter 16 7th 

Saturn 19 8th 

Mercury 17 9th 

 Total Vimshottari Dasha Cycle: 120 years 

 Dasha order always follows this sequence, repeating after completion. 

 



Aspects of planets in Vedic Astrology 

Planet Standard Aspect Special Aspects 

Sun   7th House  

Moon   7th House  

Mars   7th House   4th, 8th Houses 

Mercury   7th House  

Jupiter   7th House   5th, 9th Houses 

Venus   7th House  

Saturn   7th House   3rd, 10th Houses 

Rahu -    5th, 9th Houses 

Ketu -    5th, 9th Houses 

 

Aspects of Planets – Definition, Purpose & Functioning 

Definition: 

In astrology, an aspect is the special influence a planet exerts on another house or planet from its 

current position in the chart. Every planet has a natural tendency to "see" and affect specific houses 

through its aspect, influencing events in those areas. 

Purpose of Aspects: 

 To extend a planet’s influence beyond the house it occupies. 

 To connect different houses, blending their themes. 

 To channel the planet’s energy toward certain areas of life. 

How Aspects Work: 

A planet in a birth chart does three things: 

1. Holds energy from the house(s) it rules. 

2. Manifests that energy in the house it occupies. 

3. Sends influence to the houses it aspects, showing where results will unfold. 

Each Planet’s Aspect Functions Differently: 

 The 7th aspect (standard for all planets) creates a strong desire for the opposite house. 

 Special aspects represent additional desires of planets. Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn have 

additional desires, meaning they have special viewing powers: 

o Mars (4th & 8th aspects) 



 4th aspect → Protection, safety, security, and guarding one's space. 

 8th aspect → Risk-taking, facing dangers, and handling crisis situations. 

o Jupiter (5th & 9th aspects) 

 5th aspect → Teaching, guiding, and showing affection. 

 9th aspect → Learning deeply, gaining wisdom, and mastering a subject. 

o Saturn (3rd & 10th aspects) 

 3rd aspect → Effort, persistence, and disciplined action. 

 10th aspect → Duties related to soul satisfaction and long-term 

responsibilities. 

 Sun, Moon, Venus, and Mercury do not have additional special desires and influence only 

through the standard 7th aspect. 

 Outer planets (Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn) have additional desires, so humans naturally have 

more desires related to them, influencing personal growth and life struggles. 

When a Direct Planet Receives a Retrograde Planet’s Aspect: 

 A direct planet starts behaving like a retrograde planet. 

 It brings delays, introspection, revision of actions, and unfruitful results until the lesson is 

learned. 

Understanding Aspects with an Analogy: 

Just like a human walking on a road, a planet looks forward while moving to ensure the path is clear 

and there are no obstacles. This forward-looking gaze is similar to how a planet aspects another 

house to confirm its progress and journey. 

Additionally, a planet’s aspect represents a desire—just as a traveller stops for meals 

during a long journey, fulfilling small desires along the way before reaching their 

destination, a planet also channels its energy into the house it aspects, influencing events 

there and fulfilling desires before continuing its journey toward its final goal. 

 Aspects modify events by blending multiple house energies. 

 Strong planets impact their aspects more powerfully. 

 Retrograde planets strengthen their aspects, and any direct planet receiving a retrograde 

aspect also behaves like a retrograde planet. 

 Special aspects indicate special desires, which are strongest in outer planets (Mars, Jupiter, 

Saturn). 

Thus, aspects are an essential tool in astrology to understand how different life areas interact and 

influence each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Planetary Motions – Direct, Stationary, and Retrograde 

Some planets move fast, some remain stationary for a while, and some appear to move in 

retrograde motion. All planets, along with Earth, revolve around the Sun in their respective orbits. 

When a planet moves behind the Sun (i.e., the Sun is positioned between the Earth and the planet), 

it becomes invisible to observers on Earth. 

Each planet orbits the Sun in its own path, and Earth also moves around the Sun in its own orbit. In 

reality, planets do not have retrograde motion or any such deviations. However, from Earth’s 

perspective, due to differences in orbital speeds, a planet may sometimes appear to move forward, 

sometimes backward, and sometimes seem stationary. 

 When a planet appears to move forward in its orbit as seen from Earth, it is called Direct 

Motion (Rujugati). 

 When a planet appears to move backward (reverse direction), it is called Retrograde Motion 

(Vakragati). 

 A planet is said to be in retrograde motion when it appears to move backward relative to its 

usual path. 

 If a malefic planet is retrograde, it gives more intense negative effects. If a benefic planet is 

retrograde, it provides highly beneficial results. 

In general, Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars give results of the same sign when they retrograde. But 

Mercury and other planets give results of the previous sign. 

Mercury and Venus – Inner planets (Fast-Moving Planets) 

Mercury and Venus are fast-moving planets. Since they move faster than Earth, they do not need to 

wait for the Sun to pass them. Instead, they overtake the Sun on their own and later slow down 

before entering retrograde motion. 

 Mercury: Travels up to 28° ahead of the Sun, then gradually slows down and retrogrades 

when it reaches 22°. Depending on the zodiac sign, it may also retrograde at 14°. During 

retrogression, Mercury moves backward up to 16°-30’ minutes. The retrograde duration is 24 

days. 

 Venus: Moves up to 48° ahead of the Sun, then slows down and retrogrades at 29°. During 

retrogression, Venus moves backward up to 16°-30’ minutes. The retrograde period lasts 42 

days. 

Retrograde Motion of Outer Planets  

 Mars: When the Sun moves 4 zodiac signs + 11° ahead, Mars retrogrades. During 

retrogression, it moves backward up to 10°-30’ minutes. Mars remains in retrograde motion 

for 80 days. 

 Jupiter: When the Sun moves 3 zodiac signs + 24° ahead, Jupiter retrogrades. During 

retrogression, it moves backward up to 10°-00’ minutes. Jupiter remains in retrograde 

motion for 120 days. 

 Saturn: When the Sun moves 3 zodiac signs + 19° ahead, Saturn retrogrades. During 

retrogression, it moves backward up to 6°-58’ minutes. Saturn remains in retrograde motion 

for 140 days. 

 

 



Combustion of a Planet – Definition, Effects & Interpretation 

 

Definition: 
Combustion occurs when a planet comes too close to the Sun, losing its individual strength and visibility in 

the sky. The powerful energy of the Sun overwhelms the planet, affecting its ability to function effectively. 

 

Why Does a Planet Become Combust? 

The Sun is the ultimate source of light and energy, and when a planet moves too close to it, the planet’s rays 

get overpowered by the Sun’s brilliance. The combust planet struggles to express its qualities as it gets 

burned by the Sun’s intense heat. 

Combustion Distance for Each Planet (Degrees from the Sun) 

Planet Degrees from the Sun at which it becomes combust 

Mercury   14° (12° when retrograde) 

Venus   10° (8° when retrograde) 

Mars   17° 

Jupiter   11° 

Saturn   15° 

Moon   12° 

The Moon is also considered combust when it is within 12 degrees of the Sun. On Amavasya (New Moon) day, 

the Moon does not reflect the Sun’s light, making it fully combust and invisible in the sky. 

Effects of Combustion 
 

1. Weakened Planetary Strength 

A combust planet loses its full power, making its significations weak or ineffective. 

 

2. Affects Sensitive Biological & Relational Aspects 

Combustion does not harm the material aspects of a planet, such as wealth, career, or physical possessions. 

However, it weakens sensitive areas like relationships, emotional connections, and biological functions. 

 

3. Ego & Self-Identity Issues 

Since the Sun represents ego and self-expression, a combust planet can create ego clashes, arrogance, or 

identity crises related to its significations. 

 

4. Delayed or Suppressed Results 

The natural benefits of the planet (such as prosperity from Jupiter, discipline from Saturn, relationships from 

Venus, etc.) may take longer to manifest. 

 

5. Internalization of Traits 

The qualities of the combust planet may work internally rather than externally. For example, a combust Venus 

may indicate internalized love & creativity rather than public expression. 

 

6. Higher Spiritual Influence 

A combust planet can also indicate a strong spiritual transformation, as the Sun represents purification and 

enlightenment. 

 



Planet-Specific Combustion Effects 
 

Mercury Combust 

 Affected: Nervous system, speech clarity, logical thinking. 

 Unaffected: Business and trade. 

Venus Combust 

 Affected: Emotional attachments, romantic relationships. 

 Unaffected: Financial stability, material pleasures. 

Mars Combust 

 Affected: Physical energy levels, emotional reactions. 

 Unaffected: Courage, ambition. 

Jupiter Combust 

 Affected: Wisdom, spiritual growth, mentor relationships. 

 Unaffected: Wealth accumulation, career. 

Saturn Combust 

 Affected: Patience, emotional endurance. 

 Unaffected: Job stability, responsibilities. 

Moon Combust 

 Affected: Mental stability, emotional peace, decision-making. 

 Unaffected: Physical well-being. 

 

Combustion does not weaken material aspects like wealth, career, or general success. It mainly influences 

sensitive biological factors (like health, vitality, and mental peace) and relational aspects (like love, mentorship, 

and emotional connections). 

The house placement, dignity, and aspects of the combust planet determine how it manifests in real life. 

If a combust planet is well-placed (own sign, exalted, or with strong support from benefics), its effects may still 

be positive and refined. 

In spiritual astrology, combustion is seen as a purification process, making the native focus more on higher 

wisdom rather than materialistic outcomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Differences between Ancient Vedic Astrology and Modern Vedic Astrology 

#  Feature 
 Ancient Vedic Astrology 

(Parāśara-based) 

Modern Vedic Astrology (Post-classical 

Innovations) 

1 
Bhava (House) 

Reference Point 

Uses beginning point of the Rāśi or Lagna 

(start degree) 

Uses Bhava Madhya (midpoint of house) — a derived and 

unnecessary idea 

2 
Planetary placement in 

a House  

Planet is in a house if it starts after the 

cusp start degree. 

 

E.g. If a planet is at 12 degrees Aries, and 

the house cusp started at 10 degrees - 

then we say, it is in that house. 

Like a person inside a room is inside - 

even if near the door. 

Uses midpoint logic which can place planets wrongly, even 

when clearly in the next house 

 

Same E.g. same planet at 12 degrees Aries, and if the house 

centre (mid-point) is at 15 degrees, they'll say the planet is 

still in the previous house, which is ridiculous! This is like 

saying a person is not inside a room just because he hasn’t 

crossed the centre of the room. Makes no sense. 

E.g. A person standing just 1 meter before the centre of a 

room is said to be in the previous room — not in the one he’s 

actually inside. 

Or worse: A person standing 100 meters inside a house is 

considered to be outside, just because he hasn't crossed the 

midpoint. 

This logic treats someone as 'not in the room' unless they 

cross the centre — which is clearly illogical. 

 

3 Aspects 

works with degree-specific logic (degree 

based logics are already taken in 

shadbala concepts) 

Works with sign based logic, misses exact aspect strength. 

4 
Divisional Charts (e.g. 

Navamsa) 
Calculated from the Lagna start degree 

Uses lagna start degree - leading to inconsistency with 

midpoint-based bhava house cusps. 

5 
Directional Strength 

(Digbala) 
Calculated from the bhava start degrees Uses Bhava Madhya-based Digbala 

6 
Rising Time of Signs 

(Rāśi-māna concept) 

Unequal rising times mentioned by 

Parāśara, justifying unequal houses 

Often ignored, giving rise to simplistic or flawed equal-house 

logic  

7 House Division System 
Naturally unequal, based on astronomy 

and observed sky 

Often assumes equal 30° or divides signs meaninglessly using 

Bhava Madhya 

8 Concept of Bhava Chart 

Clearly supported by Parāśara in 

Shadbala (e.g. 10th cusp was taken in 

Digbala) 

Modern approach alters logic and creates misleading 

placements using midpoints. 

9 Overall Approach 

The zodiac belt crosses the Earth’s 

equator diagonally, not in a straight line - 

a fact well understood by ancient sages. 

They acknowledged unequal rising times 

for different signs and incorporated this 

into house calculations. This approach 

respects the Earth’s curvature and shape, 

the logic of the visible horizon, and how 

signs actually rise across the sky - 

naturally leading to unequal house 

lengths in the bhava chart. 

Modern method wrongly assumes that a planet belongs to a 

house only if it's close to the midpoint. While it's true that a 

planet gains strength when near the centre of a house, 

placement-strength is not the deciding factor for house 

placement and-or ownership. A planet just 2° or 3° behind 

the midpoint is still fully within that house. Placement must 

be based on the house beginning (cusp), not based on 

strength-zones (areas) in bhavas. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Analogy - Perspective Shift: How Perception Changes with Position, Even for Objects of Equal Size: 

This first building looks really tall! 

 

 

 

 

Now this second building appears taller than all the rest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What Is KP Astrology? 

Krishnamurti Paddhati (KP) Astrology is a system developed to enhance the precision and applicability of 

astrological predictions. It integrates detailed stellar divisions and innovative theories, offering a more 

structured and practical approach compared to traditional Vedic astrology. KP Astrology is essentially the 

study of Stellar Astrology, such as Meena Nadi and Dhruva Nadi, focusing on Nakshatras (stars) to predict 

events in one's life. 

History of Development of KP Astrology 

The evolution of KP Astrology is marked by significant contributions from several key figures: 

Foundations in Stellar Astrology 

In the early 20th century (1930s), two prominent astrologers from Tamil Nadu, R. Gopalakrishna Rao 

(referred to as Meena I) and N.V. Raghava Chary (Meena II), collaborated to develop the predictive 

stellar astrology system known as the Meena System. This system emphasized the importance of 

Nakshatras (star constellations) in astrological interpretations and predictions.  

Innovations by Shri Gopalakrishna Rao (Meena I) 

Shri Gopalakrishna Rao significantly advanced stellar astrology by subdividing the 27 Nakshatras into 

243 (each star into 9 parts = 27 x 9 = 243) segments, termed Kaalamsas. This detailed segmentation 

aimed to provide more granular astrological analyses.  

Development of the Sublord Theory by Prof. K.S. Krishnamurti 

Prof. K.S. Krishnamurti, inspired by the work of his contemporaries, further refined stellar astrology 

by introducing the Sublord (sub divisions of nakshatras) theory. In this approach, the zodiac is divided 

into 249 (243 + 6) sub division positions, allowing for more precise predictions. This methodology 

formed the basis of what is now known as KP Astrology.  

Hierarchical Structure of Zodiac Divisions 

To enhance predictive accuracy, KP Astrology employs a hierarchical division of the zodiac: 

 Zodiac Signs: The 360° zodiac is divided into 12 signs, each spanning 30°. 

 Nakshatras: These signs are further divided into 27 Nakshatras, each covering 13°20'. 

 Kaalamsas: Shri Gopalakrishna Rao's division resulted in 243 Kaalamsas for finer analysis. 

 Sublords: Prof. Krishnamurti's introduction of sublords added 6 more divisions to the 243, 

making a total of 249 segments in the zodiac. 

This structured approach allows for more detailed and accurate astrological predictions.  

Impact on Astrological Precision 

The collaborative efforts of these astrologers led to a system where specific zodiac points could be 

analysed with unprecedented detail. For instance, a zodiac position at 5°30'23" can be delineated 

through its Sign Lord, Star Lord, Sublord, and even Sub-Sub Lord, facilitating nuanced interpretations 

and distinguishing subtle differences, such as those found in twin births. So, the development of KP 

Astrology represents a significant evolution in the field, integrating detailed stellar divisions and 

innovative theories to enhance the accuracy and applicability of astrological predictions. 



Here are the key elements that KP Astrology inherits from Vedic Astrology: 

KP Astrology builds upon these Vedic foundations while refining methods to achieve more precise and 

practical predictions. 

1. Astronomical Framework: 

KP uses the same 360° zodiac divided into 12 signs, 27 Nakshatras (stars), and 9 planets. 

2. Dasha System: 

KP Astrology adopts the Vimshottari Dasha system, a method originally rooted in Vedic Astrology, 

to time events. 

3. Bhava (House) Charts: 

KP inherits the bhava chart to analyze different areas of life. 

4. Planetary Aspects: 

KP retains the traditional Vedic aspects of planets, including the standard 7th aspect and the special 
aspects of Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn. 

5. Planetary Dignities: 

Concepts such as exaltation, debilitation, retrogradation, combustion, etc. which indicate the strength 
of a planet, are maintained. 

6. Transits: 

Both systems consider the effects of planetary transits on an individual's life. 

7. Philosophical Foundation: 

The underlying principles of karma, reincarnation, and destiny form the core of both systems. 

8. Significations of Planets, Signs, and Houses: 

KP Astrology adopts all the significations (meanings and influences) of the planets, zodiac signs, and 

houses exactly as established in Vedic Astrology. This means that the traditional roles and symbolic 

interpretations remain the same. 

9. Bhavat Bhavam Concept: 
KP also utilizes the "bhavat bhavam" concept from Vedic Astrology. This principle, which explores 

the relationships between houses (bhavas) in a chart, helps determine how one area of life influences 

another. 

10. Horary Astrology (Prashna): 

KP inherits horary astrology from vedic allowing astrologers to answer specific questions based on the time 

the query is made. Vedic uses time chart method or 1 to 108 method. KP uses 1 to 249 sub-lord  method. 

 

Why Choose KP Astrology? 
 Logical and systematic approach – Eliminates excessive memorization. 

 Practical and easy to learn – Can be applied effectively within a few weeks. 

 Most accurate event timing system – Useful for answering specific questions. 

 Precise predictive techniques – Degree-based aspects and Sub-Lord Analysis improve accuracy. 

KP astrology preserves the essence of Vedic astrology while refining techniques for greater predictive 

accuracy and ease of application. 

 

Placidus House-Division 

In KP, the only system of house-division followed is the Placidus (Semi-Arc) System of house-division.  
In this system, the birth or horary chart is cast based on the precise latitude and longitude of the native’s place of birth. 

In the case of a horary chart, it is cast based on the location where the astrologer is sitting for analysis, not the place 

where the querent asked the question. 

In the Placidus system of house division, the 12 houses are not necessarily of equal length (in terms of 

longitude). It may so happen that some houses are more than 30° in length, while others are less than 30°. 

Furthermore, it is possible for two house cusps (bhavas) to fall within the same zodiac sign, and in some 
cases, a zodiac sign may not contain any house cusp at all. 

 



 

KP Astrology vs. Modern Vedic Astrology – Advantages of KP. 

 # Feature KP Astrology Modern Vedic Astrology 

1 House System 
Uses Placidus (unequal house division), 

based on real rising times. 
Uses Equal House, Whole-sign, or midpoint system. 

2 
Cusp 

Calculation 

Cusps start at the beginning of the house 

(bhava). Logical and location-specific. 

Often treats planets near the centre as belonging to 

that house. A person 100m inside may be said to 

belong to the previous house. 

3 Aspects 
Calculated degree-to-degree in the Rāśi 

chart. 

Calculated sign-to-sign, sometimes missing exact 

aspect strength. 

4 Ayanāṁśa 
Uses Krishnamurti Ayanāṁśa — fixed 

and uniform. 

Uses various Ayanāṁśas (Lahiri, Raman, etc.), which 

can shift planetary positions. 

5 Nakṣatra Focus 
Uses Nakṣhatra + sub-lord division to get 

precise outcomes. 

Nakṣhatras used mainly for Dasha periods and 

general influence. 

6 Sub-lord Theory 
Sub-lord of planet or cusp determines 

result. Defines outcome quality. 

Does not use sub-lords at all in planetary or house 

analysis. 

7 
Accuracy of 

Prediction 

Highly precise — capable of predicting 

event timing down to days/hours. 

Broader results. Often gives wide event windows; 

timing is more interpretive. 

8 Complexity 
Simple and rule-based. No need to 

memorize hundreds of yogas. 

Involves multiple layers — yogas, divisional charts, 

sutras, etc. 

9 Learning Curve 
Can be learned in a few weeks with 

structured logic and practice. 

Requires years of study due to vast theory and layers 

of interpretation. 

10 Navāṁśa Usage 
Uses Navāṁśa of Nakṣatra (1 Nakṣatra = 

9 Navāṁśas), helps pinpoint exact results. 

Divides each sign into 9 Navāṁśas, useful for deeper 

insight but gives broader indications. 

11 
Bhava Chart 

Logic 

Uses Bhava Chalit with unequal houses 

for actual planetary house positions. 

Uses sign-based charts where a whole sign equals 

one house. 

12 
Dasha Outcome 

Logic 

A planet gives results based on its 

Nakṣatra lord and sub-lord. 

Considers mainly ownership, placement, and aspects. 

Nakṣatra/sub-lord often ignored. 

13 
Approach to 

Analysis 

Follows a structured, step-by-step, rule-

based approach to reach conclusions. It is 

logical, practical, and does not rely on 

intuition. 

Follows a multi-layered approach using classical rules, 

yogas, divisional charts, and traditional principles. It 

often requires a combination of logic and intuition for 

interpretation. 

14 

Horary 

(Prashna) 

Astrology 

Extremely powerful. Uses ruling planets, 

cusp sub-lords, and chart at the moment. 

Used less frequently or without such a detailed 

system. 

15 

Twin Birth or 

Close Time 

Events 

Sub-lord level precision allows 

differentiation between twins born 

minutes apart. 

D60 (Shashtiamsha) chart is used to study subtle 

karmic differences, though it's complex and often 

underutilized. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Key Features of KP Astrology: 

1. Placidus House Division: 
KP Astrology uses the Placidus system for house division, which results in houses of unequal 

sizes. This method allows more precise calculation based on the native’s exact birth latitude. 

2. House Cusps: 
Each house begins with a specific point called the cusp. The zodiac sign on that cusp 

determines the house lord, which is essential in interpreting the events related to that house. 

3. Sub-Lord Theory: 
Each Nakshatra (star) is divided into nine parts based on the Vimshottari Dasha proportion. 

These smaller segments are ruled by planets and are called Sub-Lords. The Sub-Lord of a 

planet or a cusp plays a key role in predicting specific events. 

4. Sub-Sub Divisions: 
Each Sub-Lord division is further divided into nine smaller parts called Sub-Sub Lords. 

These provide even deeper and finer levels of astrological analysis. 

5. Significators and House Interpretation: 
KP interprets house results mainly through the house cuspal Sub-Lord and the significations 

of the stars involved. A planet influences a house strongly if it is in the star of a planet that is 

a significator of that house. 

6. Ruling Planets: 
KP uses the method of Ruling Planets to determine the timing and realization of desires. 

These include the lords of the day, Moon sign, Moon star, Ascendant sign, and Ascendant 

star at the time of the query or birth. The principle is - the planets which are present when a 

desire arises are usually the same ones that fulfil it. This RP planets are also used for birth 

time rectification. 

7. Horary Astrology (Prasna): 
When birth details are unavailable, KP Astrology uses a horary number between 1 and 249 to 

cast a Prasna chart. This provides accurate insights based on the moment a question is casted. 

8. Degree-Based Aspects: 
KP emphasizes exact degree-based aspects rather than traditional sign-based aspects. This 

allows for much more precise and reliable predictions. 

9. Simplification of Traditional Methods: 
KP avoids the complex methods of Yogas and divisional charts, making the system more 

accessible, systematic, and easier to use without compromising on accuracy. 

10. Ayanamsa: 
KP uses K.P. Ayanamsa, which is different from the widely used Lahiri Ayanamsa in Vedic 

Astrology. The difference between the two is about 6 arc minutes, which can affect planetary 

positions in charts. 

11. Interpretation using Planet, Star Lord, and Sub Lord: 
In KP, a planet shows the source of an event. The planet’s Star Lord reveals what kind of 

result the event will bring. The Sub Lord of that planet determines the direction of the result - 

whether it will be positive or negative, profitable or damaging, etc. 

12. Recognition of Doshas: 
KP Astrology also acknowledges certain doshas, flaws, afflictions by malefics such as 

Punarphoo Dosha, Kuja (Manglik) Dosha, combustion, retro, etc., as discussed by Prof. K.S. 



Krishnamurti. These doshas are evaluated based on their impact through stellar and sub-lord 

level analysis rather than just sign placement. 

 

 

 

Concept of Sub Lord 

In KP Astrology, the concept of the Sub Lord is central to achieving highly accurate predictions. Just 

as time is finely divided into hours, minutes, seconds, and milliseconds, the zodiac too is divided in a 

layered, hierarchical manner to pinpoint planetary influence at extremely precise levels. 

The primary division of the zodiac comprises 12 equal segments of 30 degrees each, known as the 

zodiac signs. Each of these signs is ruled by a specific planet, referred to as the Sign Lord.  

The entire zodiac is divided into 27 (9 x 3) divisions and they are called nakshatra divisions. Similar 

to the sign, each nakshatra has ownership lord which will be one of the nine planets, it is called Star 

Lord. For example, Ketu is the star lord for Ashwini, Maga and Mula nakshatras.  

Further each nakshatra or star (each 13 degree 20 minutes length) is divided into 9 sub-divisions based on 

unequal proportion of the Vimshottari Dasa system length. This sub-division of a star is popularly called  'SUB' 

in KP system. Each part is owned by a planet which is called Sub Lord. Again, each Sub-division 

portion is divided in a similar fashion (as per vmd system) into 9 parts denoting Sub-Sub Lord.  

So, Sri K.S. Krishnamurti's sub-division of a star into 9 smaller parts was made on the basis of the unequal 

proportions of the Vimshottari Mahadasa. Thus, a star of 800 minutes (alternatively 13 deg 20 mins) was sub-

divided into 9 unequal parts in the following manner: 

Ketu sub:  (800 X 7) / 120   = 46 mins 40 secs 

Venus sub:  (800 X 20) / 120   = 2 deg 13 mins 20 secs 

Sun sub:  (800 X 6) / 120   = 40 mins 

Moon sub:  (800 X 10) / 120   = 1 deg 6 mins 40 secs 

Mars sub:  (800 X 7) / 120   = 46 mins 40 secs 

Rahu sub:  (800 X 18) / 120   = 2 deg 

Jupiter sub:  (800 X 16) / 120   = 1 deg 46 mins 40 secs 

Saturn sub:  (800 X 19) / 120   = 2 deg 6 mins 40 secs 

Mercury sub:  (800 X 17) / 120   = 1 deg 43 mins 40 secs 

For better understanding, the following figure shows how the Aries sign is divided as star and sub 

lords. In similar fashion the other signs in the zodiac belt is divided. 



 
 

Similar to the time accuracy like 11:30:34 145 (11 hour, 30 minutes, 34 seconds, 145 milliseconds), 

the astrological accuracy is done as Sign Lord, Star Lord, Sub Lord, Sub-Sub Lord for the given zodiac 

point. For example, the zodiac point 6° 50′ 53” can be astrologically represented as Mars (Aries – Sign 

Lord), Ketu (Ashwini - Star Lord), Rahu (Sub Lord), Venus (Sub-Sub Lord). This approach helps in 

distinguishing the twin births cases and other ambiguities. 

 

 

 

 


