
 TOPIC: REGIONALISM AND MULTILATERALISM IN CHANGING GLOBAL 

ORDER

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 





SIGNIFICANCE OF REGIONALISM

1) Formation of Regional Blocs: States within a region create formal or 
informal cooperation for mutual benefit. Examples: European Union, ASEAN. 

2) Economic Cooperation: Regionalism often involves reducing trade barriers, fostering 

free trade, and promoting economic integration among member states. For Examples: 
RCEP,CTPP,IPEF

3) Security Cooperation: Regional organizations can address shared security threats through 
joint initiatives, military exercises, or defence pacts. For Example: SCO.

4) Political Coordination: Regionalism can lead to greater political alignment and cooperation 
on issues of common interest, including human rights, environmental protection, and 
social development. For Examples: BRICS, AFRICAN UNION.

5) Cultural Identity: Regionalism can be reinforced by a sense of shared cultural identity and 
heritage among the member states. For Example: ASEAN.



1) Emergence of New Economic Centres: Regional groupings such as BRICS 

(Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa), ASEAN, and the African Union are 

counterbalancing the dominance of traditional Western blocs like the G7, giving 

rise to a more multipolar economic order.
2) Alternative Development and Finance Mechanisms: Organizations like the 

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and New Development Bank offer 

alternative financing outside the World Bank/IMF system, shifting influence over 

development priorities.

3) New Security Architectures: Alliances like NATO and regional security 
communities are taking the lead in regional conflict management, sometimes 

bypassing global forums when consensus is slow or impossible—seen, for 

example, in NATO’s evolving role in the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

4) Emergence of Regional Norms: Regional organizations are advancing 

alternative values and governance norms. For instance, ASEAN prioritizes non-
interference, distinct from some Western interventionist policies.

5) Regional Trade Expansion: South-South trade more than doubled between 2007 

and 2023, showing increased self-reliance and cooperation within the Global 

South.

PRESENT STATUS OF REGIONALISM:



How Multilateralism is Reshaping Power Dynamics:

1. Institutional Stress and Adaptation: The effectiveness and legitimacy of 

global multilateral forums like the UN and WTO are being challenged by 

geopolitical divisions, with powerful states and regional blocs sometimes 

bypassing or undermining these institutions.

2. Shift to Flexible ‘Minilateralism’: As rigid multilateral arrangements 
come under strain, there has been a rise in issue-based coalitions (e.g., 

BRICS+, G20) and informal groupings that include both regional and global 

players.

3. Middle Powers as Key Actors: Middle powers (e.g., Brazil, India, South 

Korea, Turkey) are becoming “connectors” who leverage regional 
alliances and multilateral forums to punch above their weight, often 

acting as bridges between the major powers.

4. Regionalism-Multilateralism Nexus: Regional organizations and blocs 

interact with, rather than replace, global multilateral bodies. For 

example, greater cooperation between the African Union and the G20, or 
partnerships between the New Development Bank and Asian Development 

Bank, help blend regional priorities with global governance structures.



Implications for Global Order:

1) Erosion of Western Dominance: The share of global GDP, military spending, 

and influence once held by the US, NATO, and their allies is declining as 

regional powers and middle powers gain ground.
2) Fragmentation Risk: Prioritization of regional or national interests can 

sometimes undermine collective global action and the authority of 

multilateral institutions.

3) Opportunities for Innovation and Inclusion: Regionalism and new forms of 

multilateral engagement are promoting more diverse, inclusive, and context-
sensitive approaches to complex global problems—though success depends on 

reform and cooperation.

CONCLUSION:
               The reshaping of power is thus dynamic. Although Regionalism provides 

flexibility and relevance, while resilient multilateralism remains necessary for 

addressing transnational challenges such as climate change, pandemics, and 

conflict. The outcome will depend on how well these approaches are balanced 
and reformed to reflect the realities of a multipolar world.




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

