Vocal Music Curriculum

I -
This comprehensive curriculum introduces students to the foundations and ! : ] I
performance skills of Indian classical and semi-classical vocal music through a :‘-,_-% ' é'- g ~§
structured, progressive approach. The program integrates practice sessions after E‘E:._:: : 5 —--—-.=—_=
every three instructional classes, facilitated by tutor to reinforce learning, clarify ' j

doubts, and build confidence through guided vocal drills and collaborative learning

experiences.
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Class 1: Building Musical Discipline and Mentorship
Foundation

Class 1: Introduction to Musical Consistency

The journey begins with establishing personal riyaaz (practice)
discipline, the cornerstone of Indian classical music education.
Students create personalized daily and weekly vocal schedules with

commitment calendars to track their progress.

This foundational class clarifies course expectations and paints a long-
term vision of musical growth. Through interactive mentor introduction
activities, students begin forming essential bonds that will support their

musical journey throughout the program.
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Class 2: lourney Through Indian Music History

Ancient Dhrupad Era 1

Explore the oldest form of Indian classical music, characterized

by its meditative and spiritual approach to vocal expression.

2 Khayal Development

Discover the evolution of more flexible and improvisational

vocal styles that allowed greater artistic freedom.
Bhakti and Sufi Movements 3

Learn how devotional music traditions infused classical forms

with emotional depth and spiritual meaning.
4 Regional Folk Integration

Understand how local folk traditions enriched classical music,

creating diverse gharana styles across India.

Class 2 culminates with an engaging timeline-building activity and quiz that helps students visualize the rich tapestry of Indian musical heritage.
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Class 3: Modal Theory: Bridging East and West

Class 3: Thaats vs Western Modes

Students explore the fascinating connections between Indian Thaats and Western
modal systems. The 10 fundamental Thaats serve as the foundation for understanding
Indian ragas, while Western modes provide familiar reference points for contemporary

students.
Key Connections:

e Kafi Thaat corresponds to Dorian mode

e Yaman Thaat aligns with Lydian mode

e Bilawal Thaat matches the lonian (major) mode

Through comparative listening exercises, students develop ear recognition for both

systems, building bridges between traditional and contemporary musical

understanding.
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Class 4: Practice Session 1: Reinforcing Foundations

Review & Reflection Historical Connections Modal Practice

Faculty-led discussion of discipline- Interactive activities to reinforce Guided exercises comparing Thaats and
building strategies and personal practice understanding of Indian music timeline Western modes, with emphasis on ear
commitments established in Class 1. and cultural influences from Class 2. training and recognition skills from Class 3.

Class 4 serves as a crucial consolidation period where faculty assess student comprehension and address individual learning needs before advancing

to more complex vocal techniques.
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Class 5: Developing Vocal Agility
Through Interval Training

This dynamic class focuses on building vocal agility through systematic interval
jumping patterns. Students practice leaping between notes like Sa-Ma-Re-Dha,
developing the muscle memory necessary for complex melodic passages.

The exercises emphasize understanding melodic tension and resolution, teaching
students how certain interval patterns create expectation and release. This foundation
proves essential for later ornamental work and improvisational skills in Indian classical

music.

(G These jumping patterns significantly improve both vocal flexibility and ear
training, preparing students for the complex melodic movements
characteristic of Indian ragas.
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Class 6: Exploring Altered Notes: Vikrit Swaras

Komal and Teevra Swaras

Students discover the expressive power of altered notes in Indian
music. Komal (flattened) swaras include Re, Ga, Dha, and Ni, while
Teevra (sharpened) Ma adds brightness and tension to melodies.

These alterations create the emotional colors that distinguish different
ragas and thaats. Through systematic vocal drills, students learn to
accurately produce these microtonal variations that give Indian music

its distinctive character.

Komal Notes

Re, Ga, Dha, Ni - creating softness and depth

Teevra Ma

Sharp fourth - adding brightness and intensity
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Class 7: Fusion Learning: Indian
Scales with Western Backing

Class 7: Random Thaat Induction with Western Backing

This innovative approach combines traditional Indian scales with contemporary

Western musical backing tracks. Students practice call-and-response exercises,
singing Kafi thaat over Dorian mode backing tracks, creating an intuitive
understanding of modal relationships.

The phrase-following exercises help students develop melodic intuition while
maintaining the authentic characteristics of Indian ragas. This fusion approach makes

classical concepts more accessible to modern students while preserving traditional

integrity.
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Class 8: Practice Session 2: Reinforcing Vocal Techniques

1 2 3
Interval Mastery Vikrit Swara Practice Fusion Integration
Review and refine jumping patterns from Intensive practice of komal and teevra notes Apply thaat knowledge with Western
Class 5, ensuring clean execution and with faculty guidance and peer feedback. backing tracks, building confidence in cross-

improved agility. cultural musical expression.

Faculty observes individual progress and provides personalized guidance to address specific vocal challenges and reinforce successful techniques.
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Class 9: Rhythmic Foundation: Swaras Meet Beat
Structures

Students explore the crucial relationship between melody and rhythm
through systematic alankar practice. Traditional exercises like
SaReGaMa are performed with rhythmic syllables, both on-beat and off-

beat placements.

This approach enhances vocal stability while developing an internal J _ - — -
sense of beat structure essential for Indian classical music. Students ‘-— ’ |
learn to maintain melodic integrity while navigating complex rhythmic MUS'C IS L“:E
frameworks. .
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Class 10: Pure Melody: Bilawal Thaat Foundation

Students begin their journey with swarmalika (melodic scale passages) using the pure Bilawal thaat, featuring all natural (shuddha) swaras. This

foundation provides a stable reference point for understanding more complex thaats later in the curriculum.

1 Group Repetition 2 Tabla Loop Integration 3 Melodic Memory
Collective singing builds confidence Steady rhythmic accompaniment helps Repetitive practice builds muscle
and ensures accurate pitch students develop timing and rhythmic memory and pitch accuracy essential
relationships while creating a awareness while maintaining melodic for advanced classical singing
supportive learning environment. focus. techniques.
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Class 11: Visual Bhythm Training:
Grid-Based Learning

This kinesthetic approach to rhythm education uses visual grids to plot swaras within
4/4 beat structures. Students simultaneously engage visual, auditory, and physical
learning modalities to develop comprehensive rhythmic understanding.

The grid-based clapping exercises help students visualize how melodic phrases align
with beat patterns, creating a foundation for more complex rhythmic concepts in
Indian taal systems. This multi-sensory approach accommodates different learning
styles and strengthens overall musicianship.
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Class 12: Practice Session 3: Rhythm and Melody
Integration

Rhythmic Stability Bilawal Mastery Visual Integration

Reinforce alankar practice with emphasis on Perfect swarmalika execution with tabla Apply grid-based rhythm mapping to melodic
maintaining steady beat placement and accompaniment, ensuring clean melodic exercises, strengthening the connection
rhythmic accuracy. lines and proper intonation. between visual and auditory learning.

Faculty provide individualized feedback on rhythm-melody coordination and address any timing inconsistencies before advancing to more complex

recognition exercises.

Made with GRMIMA


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Class 13: Ear Training Foundation: Swara Recognition

> \Y7/

@ Tanpura Foundation — Repetitive Training I%I Base Patterns
Students develop pitch recognition Systematic repetition of note Sa-Pa-Sa and Sa-Ni-Sa patterns
using the constant drone of the identification exercises builds neural provide stable reference points for
tanpura as their reference point, pathways for instant swara developing relative pitch accuracy.
establishing Sa as the tonal center. recognition.

This class establishes the critical skill of swara identification that underlies all advanced Indian classical music study.
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Class 14: Introduction to Indian Rhythm: Taal System

Fundamentals

Students explore the sophisticated Indian rhythm system through core
concepts: matras (beats), vibhag (sections), sam (first beat), and khali
(empty beat). This systematic approach to rhythm provides the

foundation for all Indian classical music performance.

Beginning with accessible cycles like Teentaal (16 beats) and Keherwa
(8 beats), students practice clap patterns that physically reinforce the
mathematical relationships within each taal structure.
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Class 15: Expressive Melody: Kafi Thaat Introduction

Swarmalika with Altered Notes

Students advance to Kafi Thaat, incorporating komal Ga and Ni to create more expressive melodic possibilities. This Thaat's correspondence to the

Western Dorian mode helps students bridge their previous modal knowledge with Indian classical concepts.

Komal Ga Implementation Komal Ni Integration Expressive Building

Practice the flattened third degree, Incorporate the flattened seventh, Develop sensitivity to the emotional
learning how this alteration creates the understanding its role in creating melodic qualities that altered notes bring to
characteristic mood of Kafi Thaat. tension and resolution patterns. melodic phrases and musical expression.
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Class 16: Practice Session 4: Recognition and Rhythm
Mastery

Consolidating Core Skills

Taal Practice

@ Reinforce clapping patterns for Teentaal and
Keherwa, ensuring accurate beat placement

Swara Recognition and subdivision understanding.

Intensive practice identifying notes with
tanpura drone, building confidence in pitch

lationships. : :
relationships Kafi Integration

Apply komal Ga and Ni in melodic exercises,
ﬁ developing sensitivity to altered note

expressions.

Faculty assess individual progress in ear training and rhythmic accuracy, providing targeted support where needed.
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Class 17: Building Technical
Precision: Chromatic Alankars

Standard Progression Exercises

Students embark on systematic chromatic alankar practice, the backbone of Indian
classical vocal technique. These ascending and descending exercises on Aakaar
vowels develop vocal strength, flexibility, and precision essential for advanced classical

singing.

Beginning at comfortable tempos, students gradually increase speed while
maintaining absolute clarity and pitch accuracy. This disciplined approach builds the
technical foundation necessary for complex ornamental work and improvisational

skills in later studies.

) Regular chromatic alankar practice develops the vocal stamina and

precision that distinguishes accomplished classical singers.
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Class 18: Pattern Recognition: Permutation and

Combination Series

Part 1 - Three-Note Sequences

Students explore systematic note combinations beginning with three-
note sequences: Sa-Re-Ga, Sa-Ga-Re, Re-Ga-Sa. This methodical
approach develops deep familiarity with interval relationships and

melodic patterns fundamental to Indian classical music.

The patterned exercises train students to think in musical phrases
rather than individual notes, preparing them for the sophisticated
melodic construction characteristic of raga development and

improvisation.

Forward Patterns

Sa-Re-Ga: building ascending familiarity

Reverse Patterns

Sa-Ga-Re: developing interval flexibility

Rotation Patterns

Re-Ga-Sa: expanding phrase possibilities

Made with GRMIMA


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

Class 19: Modal Memory Reinforcement: The Thaat Game

This engaging game challenges students to identify thaats through melodic patterns combined with Western chord progressions. The multilayered
approach reinforces modal memory while developing sophisticated listening skills that bridge classical Indian and contemporary Western musical

understanding.

Students learn to maintain Indian classical melodic integrity while responding to harmonic contexts, preparing them for diverse musical
collaborations and contemporary applications of traditional knowledge.
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Class 20: Practice Session 5: Technical Foundation
Consolidation

Reinforcing Advanced Techniques

Modal Integration

Pattem Mastery Apply thaat recognition skills in various

Chromatic Precision

Perfect three-note permutation sequences, musical contexts, strengthening cross-
Review alankar exercises with emphasis on ensuring smooth transitions and phrase cultural musical understanding and
maintaining clarity at increased tempos connectivity across all combinations. flexibility.

and developing vocal stamina.

Faculty provide detailed feedback on technical execution and prepare students for advanced voice technique instruction.
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Class 21: Core Vocal Techniques: Breath and Tone
Foundation

Students master fundamental vocal techniques essential for Indian classical singing.
Diaphragmatic breathing exercises develop the core support necessary for sustained

phrases and dynamic control.

Aakaar sustaining exercises on straight notes build vocal balance and stamina.
Students learn to maintain consistent tone quality through proper core pressure and

breath management, establishing the foundation for all advanced vocal ornamentation.

@ Proper breathing technique is the cornerstone of classical Indian singing, enabling the breath control necessary for complex melodic

phrases and ornamental work.
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Class 22: Expressing Gravity: Bhairav Thaat

Students explore Bhairav thaat, featuring komal Re and Dha, which creates a profound sense of gravity and tension. This thaat's distinctive character

teaches students how altered notes contribute to emotional expression in Indian classical music.

—0 ——0——0—

Morning Raga Character Gravitational Pull Emotional Resonance
Understanding Bhairav's traditional Experiencing how komal Re and Dha Developing sensitivity to the profound
association with dawn and its solemn, create downward melodic tension and emotional impact of specific note
devotional mood. resolution patterns. combinations.
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Class 23: Expanding Rhythmic
Vocabulary: Complex Taals

lhaptaal and Dadra

Students advance beyond Teentaal to explore Jhaptaal (10 beats) and Dadra (6 beats),
developing versatility within different rhythmic frameworks. These non-standard
cycles challenge students to think beyond common time signatures and develop
sophisticated rhythmic awareness.

Clapping drills reinforce the unique characteristics of each taal, building the rhythmic
vocabulary necessary for diverse classical repertoire and preparing students for the
rhythmic complexities they'll encounter in advanced Indian classical music study.
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Class 24: Practice Session 6: Voice and Rhythm Integration

Advanced Technique Consolidation

Breathing Mastery Bhairav Expression Complex Rhythms

Reinforce diaphragmatic breathing and Practice emotional depth in Bhairav thaat Perfect Jhaptaal and Dadra clapping patterns,
Aakaar sustaining exercises, ensuring swarmalika, developing sensitivity to altered building confidence with non-standard
students maintain proper technique under note relationships and their expressive rhythmic cycles and their practical

increased complexity. potential. applications.

Faculty assess breath control, emotional expression, and rhythmic accuracy, providing individualized guidance for continued technical development.
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Class 25: Advanced Agility Training: Fast Interval Practice

Spot the Note - Enhanced Challenge

Students tackle larger intervallic jumps with increasingly quick response times, developing the rapid tonal reaction essential for advanced Indian
classical improvisation. These exercises challenge both vocal agility and mental processing speed.

Octave Leaps

. Sa to upper Sa jumps to build vocal range and accuracy across registers.
Compound Intervals

2
Ninth, tenth, and eleventh degree jumps to develop advanced intervallic relationships.
Random Sequences

3

Unpredictable interval patterns to train instantaneous pitch recognition and vocal response.
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Class 26: Ornamental Artistry:
Advanced Voice Techniques

Vibrato, Harkats, and Murki

Students enter the sophisticated world of Indian classical ornamentation, learning
murki (quick grace notes), khatka (oscillating ornaments), and andolan (controlled
vibrato). These techniques transform simple melodies into expressive classical

statements.

Through systematic exercises, students incorporate harkats into their alankar practice,
developing the fine motor control and musical sensitivity necessary for authentic
classical ornamentation. Each ornament serves specific expressive purposes within

the broader context of raga development.

[ Master musicians spend years perfecting these ornamental techniques,
which distinguish amateur from professional classical performance.
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Class 27: Collaborative Creativity: Phrase Building Game

|ldentify the Phrase Game

This interactive activity develops both listening skills and creative musical thinking. Students participate in echo and transform exercises where each

participant adds musical content in sequence, building collective musical phrases.

Q Creative Addition

Each student contributes unique musical
elements while maintaining coherence with the

Active Listenin
g established phrase.

Students develop sophisticated listening skills by ®
identifying and reproducing musical phrases

accurately. . .
¥ Collaborative Music

Group musical creation builds ensemble skills and

A shared musical understanding among students.
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Class 28: Practice Session 7: Ornamentation and Creativity

Agility Refinement Ornamental Mastery

Perfect fast interval jumping exercises, ensuring clean execution of Intensive practice of murki, khatka, and andolan techniques with faculty
large intervallic leaps with improved speed and accuracy. guidance on proper execution and musical application.

Focus on maintaining pitch precision while developing the quick Integrate ornaments into alankar exercises, developing the

reflexes necessary for advanced classical improvisation. coordination necessary for seamless classical expression.

Collaborative phrase-building activities reinforce listening skills while encouraging creative musical expression within classical frameworks.
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Harmony 101
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Class 29: Unusual Beauty: Marwa Thaat

Students encounter Marwa thaat, featuring teevra Ma and komal Re, which creates one of the most distinctive and challenging melodic moods in

Indian classical music. This thaat's unusual note combinations teach students to navigate complex harmonic relationships.

The absence of Pa (fifth degree) and presence of both komal and teevra notes creates unique melodic possibilities that expand students'
understanding of Indian classical harmony and expression. This advanced thaat prepares students for the sophisticated note relationships found in

complex ragas.
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Class 30: Developing Pitch Memory: Drone-Based Training

Ear Training with Tanpura

Students practice singing "blind" note positions using only the tanpura drone as reference, developing absolute pitch memory within the Indian
classical context. This advanced ear training technique builds the internal pitch reference essential for unaccompanied classical singing.

1 Drone Dependence 2 Memory Strengthening 3 Classical Preparation
Learning to use tanpura as the sole Building neural pathways for pitch Developing the independence
pitch reference while maintaining retention and recall without external necessary for traditional classical
accurate intonation across all swaras. melodic cues or harmonic support. performance where tanpura provides

the only harmonic reference.
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Class 31: Advanced Pattern Work: Extended Combinations

Class 31: Permutation Combinations - Part 2

Students advance to 4 and 5-note creative combinations, significantly
expanding their melodic vocabulary and phrase construction abilities.
These extended patterns require greater mental agility and vocal

coordination, while building a sophisticated understanding of melodic

relationships.

Written exercises complement vocal practice, helping students visualize

complex note patterns and understand the mathematical relationships

underlying classical Indian melodic construction.

Four-Note Sequences

Sa-Re-Ga-Ma combinations in multiple permutations, developing

extended phrase familiarity.

Five-Note Patterns

Complex pentatonic combinations, building advanced melodic

construction skills.

Creative Application

Student-generated combinations encouraging personal melodic

exploration within classical frameworks.
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Class 32: Practice Session 8:
Complex Pattern Mastery

Marwa Integration

1 Master the challenging tivra Ma and komal Re combinations, developing

comfort with unusual harmonic relationships.

Drone Independence

2 Strengthen pitch memory through intensive tanpura-based exercises,

building classical performance readiness.

Extended Patterns

3 Perfect 4- and 5-note combinations through both written and vocal
exercises, expanding melodic sophistication.

Faculty assess students' readiness for advanced vocal techniques by evaluating

[ Made with GRMIMA ]
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Class 33: Advanced Vocal Artistry: Register and Transition

Work

Meend, Legato, and Voice Placement

Students master meend (smooth gliding between notes), the hallmark of classical
Indian vocal technique. This sophisticated skill requires precise breath control and

muscular coordination to create seamless pitch transitions without audible breaks.

Voice placement education covers head voice, chest voice, and pharyngeal tone
understanding, teaching students to navigate different registers smoothly. Legato
technique ensures connected melodic lines essential for classical expression.

Anatomy

Head Voice

Chest Voice

Head Voice

Vinest Voice

Pharyngeal aince

Pharyngeal oord
reouant

Meend technique requires careful development to avoid strain - students must master breath support before attempting complex glides.
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Class 34: Bhythmic Sophistication: Advanced Beat
Patterns

Cross-Rhythm and Syncopation

Students explore cross-rhythm patterns and syncopation within alankar exercises, developing the rhythmic sophistication necessary for advanced

classical performance. These complex rhythmic relationships challenge students to maintain melodic integrity while navigating polyrhythmic

structures.
Cross-Rhythm Introduction Polyrhythmic Integration
Simple 3-against-2 patterns, building the foundation for complex Advanced patterns combining multiple rhythmic layers for classical
rhythmic relationships performance preparation
1 2 S
Syncopated Alankars

Off-beat melodic placement creating rhythmic tension and

sophisticated musical expression
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Class 35: Ultimate Fusion Challenge: Modal Expression

Western Track Application

Students apply all learned vocal techniques to modal playback tracks, demonstrating mastery of cross-cultural musical integration. This culminating

exercise requires emotional expression while maintaining technical precision across different musical contexts.

The challenge combines breath control, ornamental technique, pitch accuracy, and rhythmic sophistication within contemporary musical

frameworks. Students learn to adapt classical techniques to diverse musical situations while preserving authentic Indian vocal characteristics.
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Practice Session 9 (Class 36): Advanced Integration

Meend Mastery

Perfect smooth gliding techniques with
emphasis on breath control and seamless
transitions between registers.

Voice Placement

Refine head, chest, and pharyngeal voice
coordination for optimal classical singing

technique and register navigation.

JL,

Rhythmic Complexity

Practice cross-rhythm patterns and syncopated
alankars, building advanced rhythmic awareness

and execution skills.

Cultural Fusion

Apply classical techniques to Western backing
tracks, demonstrating versatility and emotional

expression across musical styles.
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Class 37: Artistic Refinement: Tone, Emotion, and Control

Students learn to add emotional layers and dynamic contrast to their classical singing, moving beyond technical accuracy to artistic expression. This

advanced class focuses on tone control through core engagement and subtle physical movement.

Emotional Depth Dynamic Control

Students explore how different emotions affect vocal tone and breath Mastering crescendo, diminuendo, and sudden dynamic changes while
support, learning to convey specific moods through technical maintaining pitch accuracy and tonal beauty throughout the dynamic
adjustments and musical phrasing. range.

Core-based tone control and subtle movement techniques help students develop the physical awareness necessary for expressive classical

performance.
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Class 38: Creative Expression: Student Composition
Workshop

Students create original 4-line melodies using any learned thaat, applying their accumulated knowledge in personal creative expression. This

workshop encourages individual artistic voice while maintaining classical structural principles.

Group collaboration with guided exploration helps students understand composition principles while receiving peer feedback and support. The

workshop demonstrates how classical training provides tools for personal musical creativity and innovation.

) Creating original compositions reinforces theoretical knowledge while encouraging students to develop their unique musical voices within

classical frameworks.
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Class 39: Building Performance Confidence

Students share small vocal pieces in a supportive, guided format designed to build performance confidence and encourage creative expression. This

low-pressure environment allows students to demonstrate their progress while receiving constructive feedback.

Confidence Building

o _ Peer Feedback Positive reinforcement and guided
Individual Presentations Structured feedback sessions help reflection help students recognize their
Each student performs a short piece students develop critical listening skills growth and prepare for final assessment.
showcasing their technical and artistic while building supportive community
development throughout the program. relationships.
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Class 40: Practice Session 10: Final Preparation

Class 40: Comprehensive Review and Refinement

This crucial practice session provides final reinforcement before assessment, allowing students to polish their strongest techniques and address any
remaining challenges. Faculty provide intensive, individualized guidance to maximize each student's performance potential.

Technical Review Repertoire Polish Confidence Building Individual Support
Perfect breath control, Refine chosen pieces for Address performance anxiety Targeted coaching for each
ornamental techniques, and assessment presentation and build positive mindset student's specific needs

pitch accuracy
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Class 41: Final Rehearsal and Mentorship

Mentor-Led Comprehensive Revision

The final rehearsal provides students with mentor-led revision covering all major curriculum components. This supportive session ensures students

feel prepared and confident for their final assessment while receiving personalized encouragement and last-minute technical adjustments.

Mentors work individually with students to address specific concerns, celebrate progress, and provide the emotional support necessary for
successful final performance. This personal attention reinforces the mentorship relationships that have supported students throughout their musical

journey.
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Class 42: Culminating Assessment and Recognition

Final Assessment and Celebration

10 S 15

Thaats Mastered Taals Learned Vocal Techniques
Students demonstrate knowledge of major Rhythmic patterns from simple to complex From breath control to advanced
Indian classical scale systems cycles mastered ornamentation skills developed

The final assessment combines viva voce examination with performance demonstration, showcasing thaat knowledge, taal understanding, Aakaar
technique, and advanced voice ornamentation. Students receive recognition through surprise awards celebrating progress, discipline, and creativity,

honoring their dedication to this comprehensive musical journey.

Made with GRMIMA


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

A Bridge Between Traditions: Curriculum Completion

This comprehensive 42-class curriculum successfully bridges structured Indian classical vocal training with modern pedagogical approaches. By
blending mathematical logic with expressive ornamentation, rhythmic complexity with global influences, and vocal science with traditional wisdom,
the program nurtures musically holistic learners.

Students emerge with a deep appreciation for Indian classical music's sophisticated theoretical framework while developing practical skills applicable
across diverse musical contexts. The integration of practice sessions, peer collaboration, and mentor guidance creates a supportive learning
environment that honors both individual growth and collective musical discovery.

This curriculum prepares students not only as performers but as culturally informed musicians capable of carrying forward the rich traditions of
Indian classical music while embracing contemporary musical possibilities.

Made with GRMIMA


https://gamma.app/?utm_source=made-with-gamma

