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WETLANDS
Wetlands are transition zones (eco tone) between terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems Static or flowing, fresh, brackish or saline Includes areas of
marine water the depth of which at low tide does not exceed 6 m

e.g. Mangroves, lake littorals , floodplains and other marshy or swampy
areas. Occupy 18.4% of the country’s area (excluding rivers) of which
70% are under paddy cultivation.





PEATLANDS
Peatland are a heterogeneous mixture of plant material that had
accumulated in a water-saturated area and are only partially
decomposed due to the absence of oxygen.
Types of peat are – swamp forests, fens, bogs or mires.

Formed in areas with permanent water saturation i.e. either
terrestrialisation or palaudification.

They are mostly found in permafrost regions towards the poles and at
high altitudes, in
coastal areas, beneath tropical rainforest and in boreal forests.
Countries with the largest peatland areas are – Russia, Canada,
Indonesia, USA, Finland etc.

Brazzaville Declaration was signed to promote better management and
conservation of Cuvette Centrale Region in Congo Basin.

GPI (Global Peatlands Initiatives) is an initiative by leading experts and
institutions to save
peatlands as the world’s largest terrestrial organic carbon stock and to
prevent it from being
emitted.



Reasons For Depletion

Excessive pollutants dumped into wetlands beyond the recycling
capacity.
Habitat destruction and deforestation.
Conversion of wetlands for agriculture and encroachments.
Overfishing and fish farming (Aquaculture).
Overgrazing in marshy soils.
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