Unit 7: Hiawatha, The Scholar’s Mother Tongue
General Theme: Communication (Learning
Languages, Mother Tongue)

General Objectives: | _ 5L
Language is best taught when set in context. Contexts selected typically
deal with different aspects of life. Before beginning the unit to teach
language to students, the teacher must identify the aspects covered and
observe how language is used by writers and poets to deal with those
aspects | |

Aspects and settings of life covered in the unit:

Attitude to Life . love for animals, developing an insight about
L people’s behaviour in different situations
Aspect of Culture . learning about one’s environment
Society . harmony with self and nature; with animals
| and birds ' :
Nature ' birds and animals and their way of
T communication |
| Appeal to Senses :sights, smell, touch and comprehension of
| 164 expressions ;
» Cognitive Abilities -thinking, analyzing, comprehending
Ke Message :understanding the behaviour of other people in
L i ' different  situations leads to  good
' communication and to understanding their
personality/nature ?
Genre : :poem, story

Part 1 Poem: Hiawatha

Audio-visual Aids Needed: _
The following ideas can be used: ._
Pictures/Cut-outs: different animafs showing varied expressions (you can fix
them on the pin-board). | -
Realia: birds, nest, acorns
Drawing on board: lots of animals and birds
Field visit: going to a Zoo to see birds and animals

Pre-reading: ;
4. Do the following. It will generéte a lot of language and fun.
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5 Reading:

e Make a chart of faces with different expressions such as anger,
happiness and do an activity in the class where children can try
to recognize facial expressions. You can also use

the internet or your mobile phone.
e Use animal pictures and give them as pets 10 the children and
ask the children to talk about them and say how their pets feel

(as shown in the picture)";.

1. Read aloud the poem Hiawatha with correct stress and intonation
(students to keep their books closed). Let them enjoy the rhythm and

encourage them tb visualize what is there in the poem.

Now ask them the following questions:
(i) Who is the poem about? |

(ii) Whose language did Hiawatha learn?
(ii1) Give two examples of what he learnt.

2. Read aloud the poem asking the stiadents to follow it in the book with you.
Ask the students to read aloud the poem two to three times (several times),

either taking turns or in chorus.

New Words:
wigwam . a small hut (show the picture in the book)
secret .something that is unknown, hidden, or not understood
(translate) | | |
nest . small place for living that birds build for themselves
with grass (realia) 1
beasts . wild animals’
beaver . 2 small water animal (picture )
acorns . fruit (nut) of an oak tree (realia)
lodges . small houses o
_ reindeer . (picture) Eg. A reindeer is happy playing in the
°  SNOW. I% :
timid - shy, fearful

Reading is Fun (post-reading):
1. Do as suggested in the book.

2 Teacher should tell them Rudyard Kipling’s story about Mowgli who
could understand animal language and also talk to them in their language.
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v 4 Let’s Listen:

. Do as suggested in the book.
4
Let’s Talk:
< p Do as suggested in the book.

2. Give your students some pictures of animals and ask them to give each
one a name and speak about them. |

\ Example: This is my dog. His name is Pogo. Pogo loves to.....
: '3 Ask students to make big pictures of their favourite animals/ birds.
" Looking at the picture and sitting with a group each one must:

i 4. Describe the expression in the eyes and face. |

: 5. Describe the body of the animal/ bird.

3. Tell the group about what the animal/bird can do.

.:J-.

’ Say Aloud: .
| Do as suggested in the book.

Let’s Share:
Do as suggested in the book.

Let’s Write: |
Do as suggested in the book. Do all the activities.

Part 2 Story: The Scholar’s Mother Tongue

Audio-visual Aids: |
Pictures/Cut-outs: pictures of Akbar, Birbal and Punditji (you can fix
them on the pin-board), map of India

Pre-reading:

1. Tell them the following story in théir mother tongue. You can use dialogues,
gestures and voice modulation.

The Story of How Birbal Came to Akbar’s court

Emperor Akbar loved to go hunting On one such trip, he came across a
young man named Mahesh Das. In the meeting that occurred, the Emperor
was extremely impressed by the wit of Mahesh Das. The Emperor gave
Mahesh Das his ring and asked him to come and visit him in his palace at any
time. '

A few years later Mahesh Das decided to try his luck in the city and to
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Activit

Speaking (20 minutes)

Kids will look at the following picture and make their dialo

gues taking words from
the talking boxes (bubbles).
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Teacher s corner

~ Teacher's guide

~ Show the picture for acTivi’ry@\gnd ask the kids to speak simple dialogues with the
~ help of the words written in the boxes. In the picture the family is eating their .
' breakfast and talking to each other. The sentences can start with I or We. Ask the
; students one by one to make simple dialogues orally from the words given in the

" boxes against the characters in the picture. The teacher can also give some more
| examples to the students other than what are given in the answers.

(The teacher can encourage every student to stand and speak one sentence each.)

~ Classroom Language

Ok, children now I will show you the same picture but with little difference in it. _
: We can see some words written in the bubbles. Can you see Them? Now you will make

'___l;:;_. "’ ' .gl\en So one by one you wnll come in fr'on’r of the class and pick any word
2 | picture and make dialogue on it.

e.a? bread with butter.

Ty Bt'l' bread and butter.

. should all eat healthy food.

15 W"Y delicious.

n drinking fresh juice.

aa’r green vegetables.

ables are good for heal'rh._
:' ! fresh milk.




