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Overview

ously designed it to be your
ide. Begipning with an
overview of tones and characters,
progressing to essential phrases and
cultural nvances.

This isn't merely learning a language. It's
about empowering yourself to communicate
with a fifth of the world's population,
understanding their perspective, their story.
Ready to embark on an exciting linguistic
journey?

Turn the first page of our
"Introduction to Mandarin”




Introduction to Mandarin

Disclaimer to begin with: Please do not deny
the importance of these 2 elements - Tones
& Pinyin. When starting to learn Chinese,
you should start out by mastering pinyin and
the tones so you have a solid foundation for
pronunciation.
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Learning a new language is no small feat. It
demands dedication, perseverance, and a whole
lot of patience. When that language is Mandarin, it
also spells out unparalleled opportunities.
Mandarin is not just a language, it's your golden
ticket to an exploding global market.




Mandarin is a language
with dancing tones and
Pinyin system of
Phonetics.

What are tones? - Mandarin is characterized by
its tonal nature, with four main tones -- kind of
like music added to the words that someone
says. You can consider like saying four entirely
different things with the SAME sound but
different tones.



?J\/\/\ Tonal Structure:

Beijing Dialect has four basic tones,
usually numbered as 1st, 2nd, srd & 4th
tones. When a syllable is pronounced in

different tones, it has different meanings,
eg. -
yi(—one) &yl ({2 - hundred million)

The first is when you say a syllable with a high
pitch, towards the higher end of your vocal range,
almost like you might do when you are singing.

(Y1)

The second tone is where a syllable starts in the
mid-high point in your vocal range and then goes
up in pitch (yi)

The third is where your pitch starts lower then
falls in pitch and then rises again,

(Y1)
And the fourth tone is where your pitch starts high
and falls.

(y1)




LA (biandido guizé)

There are certain circumstances under
which a Chinese word or character's
normal tone will regularly change to a
specific different tone. These tone changes
must be learned to pronounce Chinese
correctly.

There are three main tone change rules
that every learner needs to know:

Tone Change Rule for — (y1)

When followed by a 4th tone, — (y1) changes to 2nd tone (yi).
When followed by any other tone, — (yi) changes to 4th tone

(y).

Examples of the 1 - 2 Tone Change

— /> y1 gé will be changed to yi gé means one of
something

Examples of the 1 -4 Tone Change

—it2 yigi will be changed to yigi means together.



Tones § Pronunciation

Mandarin Chinese is a tonal language, meaning
that the intonation & modulation of a syllable
can change its meaning. There are four main
tones (flat, rising, falling-rising, and falling)
plus a neutral tone. Pay close attention to tone
patterns and practice distinguishing between
them.

As mentioned earlier, tones are used to
determine which Mandarin Chinese word is
being implied. For example, the meaning of md
(horse) is very different from ma (mother).

‘Thus when learning new vocabulary, it is really
important to practice both the pronunciation of
the word and its tone. The wrong tones can
change the meaning of your sentences.

Practice pronouncing each tone accurately.
Listen to native speakers and mimic their
intonation patterns. Consistent practice is
essential for mastering tones in Mandarin
Chinese.


https://www.thoughtco.com/mandarin-chinese-easier-than-you-think-4011894

Pronunciation in Mandarin Chinese
can be challenging for English
speakers due to its tonal nature and
different phonetic inventory.

Follow the below pronunciation tips:

1. Pinyin: Familiarize yourself with Pinyin, the official
Romanization system for Mandarin Chinese. This will
help you learn the pronunciation of Chinese characters
using the Latin alphabet. Pay attention to the
pronunciation of consonants and vowels in Pinyin.

2. Initials and Finals: Mandarin Chinese syllables consist
of initials (consonants) and finals (vowels or vowel-
consonant combinations). Pay attention to the
pronunciation of initials and finals, as they can vary from
English.

3. Retroflex Consonants: Mandarin Chinese includes retroflex
consonants, such as “zh," "ch,"” "sh," and "r." These sounds
involve curling or tapping the tongue against the roof of the

mouth. Practice producing these sounds accurately.

4. Nasal Finals: Mandarin Chinese includes nasal finals,
such as "an," "en," "in," "un," and "Oan." Pay attention to
nasalization when pronouncing these finals.



Overview of Pinyin

‘The second essential skill you will need
to master linguistic skill in Mandarin is
your mastery of the Pinyin system of
Phonetics.

Initial Final Tone Syllable
n + | + v = ni Syllable

h + ao = hao

t + a + = = ta ’}'
ma ma
o 5 5 W

mother fibre horse curse

Chinese is a pictophonetic language, it does
not have alphabets, instead, characters are
used as pictures to describe an idea or thought.
‘The character is then given a sound like a
picture and this is why PinYin is important.

Please Note
INITIAL + FINAL = ONE SOUND IN CHINESE
FINALS ARE LIKE VOWELS



PinYin Chart

Finals
a o ghe -
» i . “aw” as in “uch” e
ah” as In awful sound you
a-hah! (mouth forms | make when
half long o something is
sound) | really gross!)
i u ii ***
“ee” as |“00” as in (see
glee spoon below)
Finals (Continued)
ai el ui
“al” as In | “e1l” as in | “wei” as
aisle eight in weight
ou u ie
“o0a” as in| “you” as |“ye” as in
boat in you yet




‘ Finals (Continued) |

uc er un
113 + ” & 11 » 2
“youte “as;, “ar” g¢ in | Yom asin
in you + “e wonderful
as in egg art
un an en
“youtin” as |, .9 T PP :
" on " asimj un  as in
n you +
“in® ag in on under
inside
Finals (Continued)
in ang* eng*
“een” as | “ong” as | “ung” as
in seen | insong | insung
*(nasal) | *(nasal)
ing* ong*
“eing” as in | “own”as in
seing owner
*(nasal) *(nasal)




Essential Phrases:

Greetings:

{IREF (NT hao) - Hello
B (Zaijian) - Goodbye
B _FiF (Zdoshang hdo) - Good morning
B _E4F (Wanshang hao) - Good evening

Polite Expressions:

15135t (Xiéxie) - Thank you
AES (Bu kéqi) - You're welcome
XFAEE (Duibuq) - I'm sorry
&K% (Méiguanxi) - It's okay

Basic Conversation:

o

R4 F? (Nijiao shénme mingzi?) -
What's your name?

... (W8 jiao...) - My name is...
REIREIENS? (NI hui shud Yingyd ma?) -
Do you speak English?

HIFAIE (WO ting bu dong) - | don't
understand

(@)

(@)

o
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On successfully completing the e book.

D1 hope | have added some value to
your Basic
Conceptual understanding of
Mandarin Chinese




