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DELF A1( Diplôme d’Études en Langue Française, Level A1) exam is specifically tailored for 

beginners learning the French language. In the DELF A1 syllabus, there are four sections: Listening, 

Reading, Writing, and Speaking. It acts as a roadmap for the French A1 exam. 

Learning French is like opening a door to a vibrant and also captivating world. Therefore from 

savouring the poetic verses of Victor Hugo to indulging in the culinary delights of French cuisine, 

every aspect of the language offers a new discovery. 

To become an expert in a language you have to start somewhere. So, as a beginner in French, you 

have to pass the DELF A1 level exam. Moreover, if you’ve been intrigued by the French language or 

are considering taking your first steps in learning it, this is your sign.  

 

The DELF A1 exam evaluates your ability to understand and further use basic French in everyday 

situations.  It further covers essential topics such as personal information, daily life, hobbies, and 

familiar situations. 

 

Difference between DELF and DALF?  

DELF and DALF are like different paths leading to French fluency. DELF has four levels (A1, A2, B1, B2) 

that start from beginner to intermediate, covering basic to advanced language skills. 

Think of it as a journey from simple conversations to more complex ones. It’s great for those who 

want to learn French for personal, school, or work reasons.  

DALF, on the other hand, is split into two levels (C1 and C2). It’s for those who already have a really 

strong grip on French. It’s like the next level for super fluent speakers. 

It tests not just speaking but also how well you understand complicated stuff, fancy words, and big 

texts.  

So, if you’re just starting or want to brush up on your French, DELF is your go-to. But if you’re already 

a French pro and want to show off your advanced skills, DALF is the challenge you’re looking for.  

  

Overview of DELF A1 Syllabus 

The DELF A1 syllabus aims to ensure that you develop a solid foundation in the French language. It 

certainly focuses on practical language skills that are applicable in everyday situations, enabling you 

to communicate effectively in basic French. 

Through the DELF A1 exam, you demonstrate your abilities to comprehend as well as respond to 

simple spoken French, engage in basic conversations, and express yourself in simple written form 

too. The French A1 level syllabus covers topics and language skills necessary for beginners in French. 
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DELF A1 examination consists of 4 parts: 

1.) Listening (Compréhension orale) 

You encounter a series of short recordings, encompassing announcements, conversations, or 

instructions. The audio plays twice, with a maximum duration of 3 minutes, and you must answer 

multiple-choice questions. This section has a duration of approximately 20 minutes and receives 

a marking out of 25.  

It assesses your ability to understand along with interpret spoken French, at this point, testing your 

listening comprehension skills in a variety of everyday contexts. 

  

2.) Reading (Comprehension écrite) 

You will read short texts, such as signs, messages, or simple descriptions. You then answer multiple-

choice questions. This section has a duration of 30 minutes and receives a marking out of 25.  

The reading comprehension component assesses your ability to understand subsequently interpret 

written French, testing your comprehension skills in various everyday situations. 

  

3.) Speaking 

The speaking section of the DELF A1 exam has a duration of 5 to 7 minutes and carries 25 marks. It 

is divided into three sections: 

• In the first section, you engage in a guided conversation (Entretien dirigé) that lasts about 1 

minute.  

• The second section involves exchanging information (Echange d’informations) for 

approximately 2 minutes. 

• The final section is a role-play (Dialogue simulé) lasting around 2 minutes. 

The speaking topics revolve around common A1 themes, including family life, friends, routines, 

hobbies, and personal interests.  

This section furthermore evaluates your ability to communicate orally, demonstrate comprehension, 

and express yourself effectively in French. 

  

4.) Writing (Production écrite) 

It consists of 2 writing assignments: 

• In the first part, you fill out a form providing basic personal information such as your name, 

address, phone number, and more.  

• For the second part, you have to write simple phrases in the form of a letter, postcard, or 

note. (minimum word requirement of 40-50 words) 

The duration for the writing section is 30 minutes, and it is marked out of 25.  



This section assesses your ability to convey information accurately in written form and evaluates 

your proficiency in basic writing skills in French. 

In a DELF A1 course, you will definitely gain an in-depth understanding of topics, vocabulary, 

grammar structures, and communication skills necessary to confidently engage in French 

conversations. 

  

Overview of DELF A1 Exam 

The French A1 exam is a standardized proficiency test that assesses the French language skills of 

beginners. It is the first level in the DELF (Diplôme d’Études en Langue Française) series and 

is recognized globally as a certification of basic French proficiency. 

It consists of multiple-choice questions, short answer questions, and interactive tasks designed to 

measure the candidate’s ability to understand and further communicate in basic French.  

The A1 exam is suitable for individuals with limited or no prior knowledge of French, and also 

successful completion demonstrates a foundational understanding of the language. 

  

1.) Duration and Score 

Each section of the exam is worth 25 points, making the total score for the exam 100 points. The 

duration of the exam is 1 hour and 20 minutes. To pass the exam, you need to score 50 points or 

more. In the DELF A1 level, the exam assesses your proficiency in the four fundamental language 

skills: listening, reading, writing, and speaking. 

  

2.) Certification 

The DELF A1 certification is an official recognition of your proficiency in French at the beginner 

level.  

It is part of the DELF (Diplôme d’Études en Langue Française) series, which is widely recognized and 

accepted by educational institutions, employers, and governments around the world.  

The DELF A1 certification validates that you have a basic understanding of French and furthermore 

can communicate in simple everyday situations. It signifies your ability to comprehend basic 

spoken and written French, engage in basic conversations, and write simple texts.  

The DELF A1 certification can enhance one’s academic as well as professional opportunities, as it 

serves as evidence of language proficiency hence can be included in resumes or academic 

portfolios. 

 

  

Conclusion 



To sum up, the DELF A1 syllabus provides a comprehensive framework for beginners in the French 

language. Which further develops their skills in addition to achieving proficiency at the introductory 

level. 

By familiarizing yourself with the A1 level French syllabus, you can effectively prepare for the exam 

and build confidence in French. The DELF A1 certification opens doors to further opportunities, 

academic pursuits, as well as career advancements.  

 

 


