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Basic phrases 
Here are some basic english phrases, which you 
can use in everyday conversation, as well as 
some common words you will see on signs. 
Yes 
No 
Maybe or perhaps 
Please 
Thanks 
Thank you 
Thanks very much 
Thank you very much 
The following are some polite ways you can reply 
to someone who thanks you: 
You're welcome 
Don't mention it 
Not at all 
 
Saying hello and goodbye 
 
Here are some different ways to greet people: 
Hi (quite informal) 
Hello 
Good morning (used before noon) 
Good afternoon (used between noon and 6pm) 
Good evening (used after 6pm) 
The following expressions, on the other hand, are 
some different things you can say when saying 
goodbye: 
Bye 
Goodbye 
Goodnight 
See you! 
See you soon! 
See you later! 
Have a nice day! 
Have a good weekend! 
Getting someone's attention and apologising 
Excuse me 
Sorry 
If someone apologises to you, you can reply using 
one of the following expressions: 
No problem 
It's ok or that's ok 
Don't worry about it 
 
Making yourself understood 
 
Do you speak english? 
I don't speak english 
I don't speak much english 
I only speak very little english 
I speak a little english 
Please speak more slowly 
Please write it down 
Could you please repeat that? 
I understand 
I don't understand 
 
Other basic phrases 
 
I know 
I don't know 
Excuse me, where's the toilet? 
Excuse me, where's the gents? 
Excuse me, where's the ladies? 
Things you might see 
Entrance 
Exit 
Emergency exit 
Push 
Pull 
Toilets 
Wc 
Gentlemen (often abbreviated to gents) 
Ladies 
Vacant 
Occupied or engaged 
Out of order 
No smoking 
Private 
No entry 

More common expressions 
Here are some more common english expressions, 
which will be useful in many different situations. 
Ok 
Of course 
Of course not 
That's fine 
That's right 
Sure 
Certainly 

Definitely 
Absolutely 
As soon as possible 
That's enough 
It doesn't matter 
It's not important 
It's not serious 
It's not worth it 
I'm in a hurry 
I've got to go 
I'm going out 
Sleep well 
Same to you! 
Me too 
Not bad 
I like … 
Him 
Her 
It 
I don't like … 
Him 
Her 
It 
 
Thanks and apologies 
 
Thanks for your … 
Help 
Hospitality 
Email 
Thanks for everything 
I'm sorry 
I'm really sorry 
Sorry i'm late 
Sorry to keep you waiting 
Sorry for the delay 
 
Exclamations 
 
Look! 
Great! 
Come on! 
Only joking! Or just kidding! 
Bless you! (after a sneeze) 
That's funny! 
That's life! 
Damn it! 
 
Instructions 
 
Come in! 
Please sit down 
Could i have your attention, please? 
Let's go! 
Hurry up! 
Get a move on! 
Calm down 
Steady on! 
Hang on a second 
Hang on a minute 
One moment, please 
Just a minute 
Take your time 
Please be quiet 
Shut up! 
Stop it! 
Don't worry 
Don't forget 
Help yourself 
Go ahead 
Let me know! 
 
 
If you would like to let someone pass through a door 
in front of you, it is polite to say: 
After you! 
 
Words related to place 
Here 
There 
Everywhere 
Nowhere 
Somewhere 
 
Common questions 
 
Where are you? 
What's this? 
What's that? 
Is anything wrong? 
What's the matter? 
Is everything ok? 
Have you got a minute? 
Have you got a pen i could borrow? 
Really? 
Are you sure? 
Why? 

Why not? 
What's going on? 
What's happening? 
What happened? 
What? 
Where? 
When? 
Who? 
How? 
How many? 
How much? 
 
Congratulations and commiserations 
 
Congratulations! 
Well done! 
Good luck! 
Bad luck! 
Never mind! 
What a pity! Or what a shame! 
Happy birthday! 
Happy new year! 
Happy easter! 
Happy christmas! Or merry christmas! 
Happy valentine's day! 
Glad to hear it 
Sorry to hear that 
 
Expressing needs and feelings 
 
I'm tired 
I'm exhausted 
I'm hungry 
I'm thirsty 
I'm bored 
I'm worried 
I'm looking forward to it 
I'm in a good mood 
I'm in a bad mood 

 
More ways to greet or say goodbye to someone 
 
Welcome! 
Welcome to … 
England 
Long time, no see! 
All the best! 
See you tomorrow! 
 
Asking and expressing opinions 
 
What do you think? 
I think that ... 
I hope that ... 
I'm afraid that ... 
In my opinion, ... 
I agree 
I disagree or i don't agree 
That's true 
That's not true 
I think so 
I don't think so 
I hope so 
I hope not 
You're right 
You're wrong 
I don't mind 
It's up to you 
That depends 
That's interesting 
That's funny, ... 
 

 
 
Emergencies 
Here are some english phrases and exclamations 

for use in emergencies and other difficult 
situations. Hopefully you won't need to use them! 

 
Help! 
Be careful! 
Look out! Or watch out! 
Please help me 
 
Medical emergencies 
 
Call an ambulance! 
I need a doctor 
There's been an accident 
Please hurry! 
I've cut myself 
I've burnt myself 
Are you ok? 
Is everyone ok? 
 
Crime 
 



Stop, thief! 
Call the police! 
My wallet's been stolen 
My purse has been stolen 
My handbag's been stolen 
My laptop's been stolen 
My phone's been stolen 
I'd like to report a theft 
My car's been broken into 
I've been mugged 
I've been attacked 
 
Fire 
 
Fire! 
Call the fire brigade! 
Can you smell burning? 
There's a fire 
The building's on fire 
 
Other difficult situations 
 
I'm lost 
We're lost 
I can't find my … 
Keys 
Passport 
Mobile 
I've lost my … 
Wallet 
Purse 
Camera 
I've locked myself out of my … 
Car 
Room 
Please leave me alone 
Go away! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
General conversation 
 
Here are some common english phrases 
For general conversation with people you 
Already know. Asking how someone is 
 
How are you? 
How's it going? (quite informal) 
How are you doing? (quite informal) 
How's life? (quite informal) 
How are things? (quite informal) 
I'm fine, thanks 
I'm ok, thanks 
Not too bad, thanks 
Alright, thanks 
Not so well 
How about you? 
And you? 
And yourself? 
 
Asking what someone is or has been doing 
 
What are you up to? 
What have you been up to? 
Working a lot 
Studying a lot 
I've been very busy 
Same as usual 
Not much or not a lot 
I've just come back from … 
Portugal 
 
Asking where someone is 
 
Where are you? 
I'm … 
At home 
At work 
In town 
In the countryside 
At the shops 
On a train 
At peter's 
 
Asking about someone's plans 
 
Do you have any plans for the summer? 
What are you doing for …? 
Christmas 
New year 

Easter 
 
Making friends 
 
Here are some english phrases to use when 
Meeting new people, including introductions 
And some simple conversation topics. 
Introductions 
 
What's your name? 
My name's … 
Ankita 
Vishal 
I'm … 
Pragnesh 
Dilip 
This is … 
Jaimin 
My wife 
My husband 
My boyfriend 
My girlfriend 
My son 
My daughter 
I'm sorry, i didn't catch your name 
Do you know each other? 
Nice to meet you 
Pleased to meet you 
How do you do? 
(formal expression used when meeting 
Someone new; the correct reply is 
How do you do?) 
How do you know each other? 
We work together 
We used to work together 
We were at school together 
We're at university together 
We went to university together 
Through friends 
 
 
Where are you from? 
 
Where are you from? 
Where do you come from? 
Whereabouts are you from? 
I'm from … 
England 
Whereabouts in … are you from? 
Canada 
What part of … do you come from? 
Italy 
Where do you live? 
I live in … 
London 
France 
I'm originally from dublin but now live in edinburgh 
I was born in australia but grew up in england 
 
Further conversation 
 
What brings you to …? 
England 
I'm on holiday 
I'm on business 
I live here 
I work here 
I study here 
Why did you come to …? 
The uk 
I came here to work 
I came here to study 
I wanted to live abroad 
How long have you lived here? 
I've only just arrived 
A few months 
About a year 
Just over two years 
Three years 
How long are you planning to stay here? 
Until august 
A few months 
Another year 
I'm not sure 
Do you like it here? 
Yes, i love it! 
I like it a lot 
It's ok 
What do you like about it? 
I like the … 
Food 
Weather 
People 
 
Ages and birthdays 
 
How old are you? 

I'm … 
Twenty-two 
Thirty-eight 
 
Note that it's also correct to say the words 
Years old after your age, 
For example i'm forty-seven years old, 
Although this is rarely used in spoken language. 
 
When's your birthday? 
It's … 
16 may 
2 october 
Living arrangements 
Who do you live with? 
Do you live with anybody? 
I live with … 
My boyfriend 
My girlfriend 
My partner 
My husband 
My wife 
My parents 
A friend 
Friends 
Relatives 
Do you live on your own? 
I live on my own 
I share with one other person 
I share with … others 
Two 
Three 
 
Asking for contact details 
 
What's your phone number? 
What's your email address? 
What's your address? 
Could i take your phone number? 
Could i take your email address? 
Are you on …? 
Facebook 
Skype 
What's your username? 
!

 
Languages and communication 
 
Here are some english phrases that will 
Allow you to talk about which languages you 
Speak, as well as some other expressions 
Related to language learning. 
!

What languages can you speak? 
I speak … 
French, spanish, and a little russian 
Fluent german 
I can get by in … 
Italian 
I'm learning … 
Chinese 
Where did you learn your english? 
At school 
At university 
I took a course 
I taught myself 
Do you understand? 
Did you understand? 
Yes, i understood 
Sorry, i didn't understand 
If you don't hear what someone has said, 
The most polite way to reply is simply to say: 
Sorry? Or excuse me? 
How do you say ... In english? 
How do you spell that? 
How do you pronounce this word? 
You speak very good english 
Your english is very good 
I'm a little out of practice 
I'd like to practise my … 
Portuguese 
Let's speak in … 
English 
Italian 
What's this called? 
 
!

Family and relationships 
Here are some useful english phrases for 
Discussing family and relationships. 
Learn how to talk about brothers and sisters, 
Children, and other family members, as well as 
Describe your personal status. 
Brothers and sisters 
 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? 
Yes, i've got … 
A brother 



A sister 
An elder brother 
A younger sister 
Two brothers 
Two sisters 
One brother and two sisters 
No, i'm an only child 
 
Children and grandchildren 
 
Have you got any kids? 
Do you have any children? 
Yes, i've got … 
A boy and a girl 
A young baby 
Three kids 
I don't have any children 
Do you have any grandchildren? 
 
Parents and grandparents 
 
Where do your parents live? 
What do your parents do? 
What does your father do? 
What does your mother do? 
Are your grandparents still alive? 
Where do they live? 
 
Relationships 
 
Do you have a boyfriend? 
Do you have a girlfriend? 
Are you married? 
Are you single? 
Are you seeing anyone? 
I'm … 
Single 
Engaged 
Married 
Divorced 
Separated 
A widow 
A widower 
I'm seeing someone 
 
Pets 
 
Have you got any pets? 
I've got … 
A dog and two cats 
A labrador 
 
Asking names and ages 
 
What's his name? 
He's called … 
Tom 
What's her name? 
She's called … 
Mary 
What are their names? 
They're called … 
Neil and anna 
How old is he? 
He's … 
Twelve 
How old is she? 
She's … 
Fifteen 
How old are they? 
They're … 
Six and eight 
 

 
Interests 
 
Here are some english phrases which will be 
Useful when talking about your hobbies and 
Interests. 
 
Talking about things you like 
!

What do you like doing in your spare time? 
I like … 
Watching tv 
Listening to music 
Walking 
Jogging 
I quite like … 
Cooking 
Playing chess 
Yoga 
I really like … 
Swimming 
Dancing 
I love … 
The theatre 

The cinema 
Going out 
Clubbing 
I enjoy travelling 
 
Talking about things you dislike 
 
I don't like … 
Pubs 
Noisy bars 
Nightclubs 
I hate … 
Shopping 
I can't stand … 
Football 
 
Other ways of discussing interests 
 
I'm interested in … 
Photography 
History 
Languages 
I read a lot 
Have you read any good books lately? 
Have you seen any good films recently? 
 
Sport 
 
Do you play any sports? 
Yes, i play … 
Football 
Tennis 
Golf 
I'm a member of a gym 
No, i'm not particularly sporty 
I like watching football 
Which team do you support? 
I support … 
Manchester united 
Chelsea 
I'm not interested in football 
 
Music 
 
Do you play any instruments? 
Yes, i play … 
The guitar 
Yes, i've played the piano for … years 
Five 
I'm learning to play … 
The violin 
I'm in a band 
I sing in a choir 
What sort of music do you like? 
What sort of music do you listen to? 
Pop 
Rock 
Dance 
Classical 
Anything, really 
Lots of different stuff 
Have you got any favourite bands? 
   

 

Jobs 
 
Here are some english phrases for talking about 
jobs, which will allow you to discuss the type of 
job you do and where you work. 
Occupation 

 
What do you do? 
What do you do for a living? 
What sort of work do you do? 
What line of work are you in? 
I'm a … 
Teacher 
Student 
Doctor 
I work as a … 
Journalist 
Programmer 
I work in … 
Television 
Publishing 
Pr (public relations) 
Sales 
It 
I work with … 
Computers 
Children with disabilities 
I stay at home and look after the children 
I'm a housewife 

 
Employment status 

 
I've got a part-time job 

I've got a full-time job 
I'm … 
Unemployed 
Out of work 
Looking for work 
Looking for a job 
I'm not working at the moment 
I've been made redundant 
I was made redundant two months ago 
I do some voluntary work 
I'm retired 

 
Who do you work for? 

 
Who do you work for? 
I work for … 
A publishers 
An investment bank 
The council 
I'm self-employed 
I work for myself 
I have my own business 
I'm a partner in … 
A law firm 
An accountancy practice 
An estate agents 
I've just started at … 
Ibm 
 

Place of work 
 
Where do you work? 
I work in … 
An office 
A shop 
A restaurant 
A bank 
A factory 
A call centre 
I work from home 
 

Training and work experience 
 
I'm training to be … 
An engineer 
A nurse 
I'm a trainee … 
Accountant 
Supermarket manager 
I'm on a course at the moment 
I'm on work experience 
I'm doing an internship 

 

Education 
 
Here are some english phrases which will be 
useful for discussing what you studied at school 
or university, and for asking others about their 
education. 
University 
 

Are you a student? 
What do you study? 
I'm studying … 
History 
Economics 
Medicine 
Where do you study? 
Which university are you at? 
What university do you go to? 
I'm at … 
Liverpool university 
Which year are you in? 
I'm in my … year 
First 
Second 
Third 
Final 
I'm in my first year at university 
Do you have any exams coming up? 
I've just graduated 
I'm doing a masters in … 
Law 
I'm doing a phd in … 
Chemistry 
Did you go to university? 
I didn't go to university 
I never went to university 
Where did you go to university? 
I went to … 
Cambridge 
What did you study? 
I studied … 
Maths 
Politics 
 



School 
 

Where did you go to school? 
I went to school in … 
Bristol 
I left school at sixteen 
I'm taking a gap year 
 

Future plans 
 

How many more years do you have to go? 
What do you want to do when you've finished? 
Get a job 
Go travelling 
I don't know what i want to do after university 

 

Religion 
 
Here are a few english phrases about religion, 
which will allow you to discuss topics such as 
whether you are religious and what sort of religion 
you follow. 
 

Are you religious? 
No, i'm … 
An atheist 
Agnostic 
What religion are you? 
I'm a … 
Christian 
Muslim 
Buddhist 
Sikh 
Hindu 
Protestant 
Catholic 
I'm jewish 
Do you believe in god? 
I believe in god 
I don't believe in god 
Do you believe in life after death? 
Do you believe in reincarnation? 
 

Places of worship 
 
Is there a … near here? 
Church 
Mosque 
Synagogue 
Temple 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dating and romance 
 
Here are some english phrases for dating and 
romance. If you would like to learn how to ask 
someone out in english, or are looking for some 
romantic phrases to impress your girlfriend or 
boyfriend, you will find everything you need here. 
Breaking the ice 
 

Can i buy you a drink? 
Would you like a drink? 
Can i get you a drink? 
Are you on your own? 
Would you like to join us? 
Do you mind if i join you? 
Do you mind if we join you? 
Do you come here often? 
Is this your first time here? 
Have you been here before? 
Would you like to dance? 
 

Asking someone out 
 

Do you want to go for a drink sometime? 
I was wondering if you'd like to go out for a drink 
Sometime 
If you'd like to meet up sometime, let me know! 
Would you like to join me for a coffee? 
Do you fancy getting a bite to eat? 
Do you fancy lunch sometime? 
Do you fancy dinner sometime? 
Do you fancy going to see a film sometime? 
That sounds good 

I'd love to! 
Sorry, i'm busy 
Sorry, you're not my type! 
Here's my number 
What's your phone number? 
Could i take your phone number? 
 

Compliments 
 
You look great 
You look very nice tonight 
I like your outfit 
You're beautiful (said to a woman) 
You're really good-looking 
You're really sexy 
You've got beautiful eyes 
You've got a great smile 
Thanks for the compliment! 

 
On a date 

 
What do you think of this place? 
Shall we go somewhere else? 
I know a good place 
Can i kiss you? 
Can i walk you home? 
Can i drive you home? 
Would you like to come in for a coffee? 
Would you like to come back to mine? 
Thanks, i had a great evening 
When can i see you again? 
Give me a call! 
I'll call you 

 
Talking about feelings 

 
What do you think of me? 
I enjoy spending time with you 
I find you very attractive 
I like you 
I like you a lot 
I'm crazy about you 
I love you! 
Will you marry me? 
I miss you 
I've missed you 
 

 
 
 
 

Sexual orientation 
 
I'm … 
Straight 
Gay 
Bisexual 

 
Arranging to meet 
 
These english phrases will be useful if you want 
to invite someone out and make arrangements 
where and when to meet. 
Inviting someone out 
 

Are you up to anything this evening? 
Have you got any plans for …? 
This evening 
Tomorrow 
The weekend 
Are you free …? 
This evening 
Tomorrow afternoon 
Tomorrow evening 
What would you like to do this evening? 
Do you want to go somewhere at the weekend? 
Would you like to join me for something to eat? 
Do you fancy going out tonight? 
Sure 
I'd love to 
Sounds good 
That sounds like fun 
Sorry, i can't make it 
I'm afraid i already have plans 
I'm too tired 
I'm staying in tonight 
I've got too much work to do 
I need to study 
I'm very busy at the moment 
 

Arranging the time and place 
 

What time shall we meet? 
Let's meet at … 
Eight o'clock 
Where would you like to meet? 
I'll see you … at ten o'clock 

In the pub 
At the cinema 
I'll meet you there 
See you there! 
Let me know if you can make it 
I'll call you later 
What's your address? 
 

Meeting up 
 

I'm running a little late 
I'll be there in … minutes 
Five 
Ten 
Fifteen 
Have you been here long? 
Have you been waiting long? 

 

Time expressions 
Here are some English expressions related to 
Time. 
Specifying the day 

 
The day before yesterday 
Yesterday 
Today 
Tomorrow 
The day after tomorrow 
 
Specifying the time of day 

 
Last night 
Tonight 
Tomorrow night 
In the morning 
In the afternoon 
In the evening 
Yesterday morning 
Yesterday afternoon 
Yesterday evening 
This morning 
This afternoon 
This evening 
Tomorrow morning 
Tomorrow afternoon 
Tomorrow evening 
 

Specifying the week, month, or year 
 
Last week 
Last month 
Last year 
This week 
This month 
This year 
Next week 
Next month 
Next year 
 

Other time expressions 
 

Five minutes ago 
An hour ago 
A week ago 
Two weeks ago 
A month ago 
A year ago 
A long time ago 
In ten minutes' time or in ten minutes 
In an hour's time or in an hour 
In a week's time or in a week 
In ten days' time or in ten days 
In three weeks' time or in three weeks 
In two months' time or in two months 
In ten years' time or in ten years 
The previous day 
The previous week 
The previous month 
The previous year 
The following day 
The following week 
The following month 
The following year 

 
Duration 
 
Duration in english is usually expressed using the 
word for, as in the following examples: 
 

I lived in canada for six months 
I've worked here for nine years 
I'm going to france tomorrow for two weeks 
We were swimming for a long time 

 

Telling the time 



 
Learn how to tell the time in english. 
In english, the 12-hour clock is normally used 
For telling the time. The 24-hour clock is only 
Used for travel timetables. 
Asking the time 

 
What's the time? 
What time is it? 
Could you tell me the time, please? 
Do you happen to have the time? 
Do you know what time it is? 
 

Telling the time 
 

It's … 
Exactly ... 
About ... 
Almost ... 
Just gone ... 
One o'clock 
Two o'clock 
Three o'clock 
Four o'clock 
Five o'clock 
Six o'clock 
Seven o'clock 
Eight o'clock 
Nine o'clock 
Ten o'clock 
Eleven o'clock 
Twelve o'clock 
Quarter past … 
One 
Two 
Three 
Half past … 
One 
Two 
Three 
Quarter to … 
One 
Two 
Three 
Five past one 
Ten past one 
Twenty past one 
Twenty-five past one 
Five to two 
Ten to two 
Twenty to two 
Twenty-five to two 
Ten fifteen 
Ten thirty 
Ten forty-five 
Ten am 
Six pm 
Noon or midday 
Midnight 

It's also possible to state the time in english by 
saying the hour followed by the minutes, followed 
by am or pm if necessary, eg: 

11.47am 
2.13pm 

Clocks 
My watch is … 
Fast 
Slow 
That clock's a little … 
Fast 
Slow 

 

Dates 
 
This section shows how dates are expressed in 
english and mentions some famous historical 
dates. 
Asking the date 
 

What's the date today? 
What's today's date? 

 
Dates 
 

15 october or october 15 
Monday, 1 january 
On 2 february 
At the beginning of july 
In mid-december 
At the end of march 
By the end of june 

 
Years 

 
1984 
2000 

2005 
2018 
In 2007 
Ad 
Bc 

 
Centuries 

 
The 17th century 
The 18th century 
The 19th century 
The 20th century 
The 21st century 

 
Some famous dates 

1066 — battle of hastings 
1776 — us declaration of independence 
1789-1799 — the french revolution 
1939-1945 — second world war 
1989 — fall of the berlin wall 
2012 — london olympics 
44 bc — the death of julius caesar 
79 ad — eruption of vesuvius 

 

 

The weather 
The british, in particular, are very fond of 
discussing the weather! Here are a collection of 
expressions you will find useful. 
Weather conditions 
 

What's the weather like? 
It's … 
Sunny 
Cloudy 
Windy 
Foggy 
Stormy 
It's … 
Raining 
Hailing 
Snowing 
What a nice day! 
What a beautiful day! 
It's not a very nice day 
What a terrible day! 
What miserable weather! 
It's starting to rain 
It's stopped raining 
It's pouring with rain 
It's raining cats and dogs 
The weather's fine 
The sun's shining 
There's not a cloud in the sky 
The sky's overcast 
It's clearing up 
The sun's come out 
The sun's just gone in 
There's a strong wind 
The wind's dropped 
That sounds like thunder 
That's lightning 
We had a lot of heavy rain this morning 
We haven't had any rain for a fortnight 

 
Temperatures 
 

What's the temperature? 
It's 22°c 
Temperatures are in the mid-20s 
What temperature do you think it is? 
Probably about 30°c 
It's … 
Hot 
Cold 
Baking hot 
Freezing 
Freezing cold 
It's below freezing 
 

The weather forecast 
 

What's the forecast? 
What's the forecast like? 
It's forecast to rain 
It's going to freeze tonight 
It looks like rain 
It looks like it's going to rain 
We're expecting a thunderstorm 
It's supposed to clear up later 

 

 
 

 
 
 
At home 
Here are some english phrases that may be helpful 

around the house, including some phrases you 
can use at mealtimes. 

General phrases 
 
Would anyone like a tea or coffee? 
Would anyone like a cup of tea? 
I'll put the kettle on 
The kettle's boiled 
Can you put the light on? 
Can you switch the light on? 
Can you turn the light off? 
Can you switch the light off? 
Is there anything i can do to help? 
Could you help me wash the dishes? 
I'll wash and you dry 
I'm going to bed 
 

Home entertainment 
 

Is there anything good on tv? 
Is there anything good on television tonight? 
There's a good film on later 
Do you want to watch a …? 
Film 
Dvd 
Do you want me to put the tv on? 
Could you pass me the remote control? 
Do you want a game of …? 
Chess 
Cards 
 

Watching sport on tv 
 

What time's the match on? 
Who's playing? 
Who's winning? 
What's the score? 
0 - 0 
2 - 1 
Who won? 
It was a draw 
 

Mealtime conversation 
 

What's for …? 
Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner 
Breakfast's ready 
Lunch is ready 
Dinner's ready 
What would you like for …? 
Breakfast 
Lunch 
Dinner 
Would you like some toast? 
Could you pass the …, please? 
Salt 
Sugar 
Butter 
Would you like a glass of …? 
Water 
Orange juice 
Wine 
Careful, the plate's very hot! 
Would you like some more? 
Have you had enough to eat? 
Would anyone like dessert? 
Would anyone like coffee? 
What's for dessert? 
I'm full 
That was … 
Lovely 
Excellent 
Very tasty 
Delicious 
 

Things you might see 
 

Beware of the dog 
 

 

Entertaining guests 
Here are some english phrases that you can use 
if you are entertaining guests or are visiting 
someone else's home. 
On arrival 

 
Come on in! 
Good to see you! 



You're looking well 
Please take your shoes off 
Can i take your coat? 
Sorry we're late 
Did you have a good journey? 
Did you find us alright? 
I'll show you your room 
This is your room 
Would you like a towel? 
Make yourself at home 

 
Offering drinks 

 
Can i get you anything to drink? 
Would you like a tea or coffee? 
How do you take it? 
Do you take sugar? 
Do you take milk? 
How many sugars do you take? 
Would you like a …? 
Soft drink 
Beer 
Glass of wine 
Gin and tonic 

 
Other useful phrases 

 
Have a seat! 
Let's go into the … 
Lounge 
Living room 
Dining room 
Do you mind if i smoke here? 
I'd prefer it if you went outside 
Are you ready to eat now? 
Who's driving tonight? 
Could i use your phone? 
Your taxi's here 
Thanks for coming 
Have a safe journey home 
Thanks for a lovely evening 

 

Travel 
Here are some general english phrases useful for 
various types of travel. 

 
Where's the ticket office? 
Where do i get the … to southampton from? 
Bus 
Train 
Ferry 
What time's the next … to portsmouth? 
Bus 
Train 
Ferry 
This … has been cancelled 
Bus 
Train 
Flight 
Ferry 
This … has been delayed 
Bus 
Train 
Flight 
Ferry 
Have you ever been to …? 
Italy 
Yes, i went there on holiday 
No, i've never been there 
I've never been, but i'd love to go someday 
How long does the journey take? 
What time do we arrive? 
Do you get travel sick? 
Have a good journey! 
Enjoy your trip! 

 
At the travel agents 
 

I'd like to travel to … 
Spain 
I'd like to book a trip to … 
Berlin 
How much are the flights? 
Do you have any brochures on …? 
Switzerland 
Do i need a visa for …? 
Turkey 

 

Asking and giving directions 
You will find these english expressions useful if 
you are lost or want to get to a particular place or 
give directions to others. 
Asking directions 
 

Excuse me, could you tell me how to get to …? 

The bus station 
Excuse me, do you know where the … is? 
Post office 
I'm sorry, i don't know 
Sorry, i'm not from around here 
I'm looking for … 
This address 
Are we on the right road for …? 
Brighton 
Is this the right way for …? 
Ipswich 
Do you have a map? 
Can you show me on the map? 

Giving directions 
It's this way 
It's that way 
You're going the wrong way 
You're going in the wrong direction 
Take this road 
Go down there 
Take the first on the left 
Take the second on the right 
Turn right at the crossroads 
Continue straight ahead for about a mile 
(one mile is approximately 1.6 kilometres) 
Continue past the fire station 
You'll pass a supermarket on your left 
Keep going for another … 
Hundred yards (about 91 metres) 
Two hundred metres 
Half mile (about 800 metres) 
Kilometre 
It'll be … 
On your left 
On your right 
Straight ahead of you 

How far is it? 
How far is it? 
How far is it to …? 
The airport 
How far is it to … from here? 
The beach 
Is it far? 
Is it a long way? 
It's … 
Not far 
Quite close 
Quite a long way 
A long way on foot 
A long way to walk 
About a mile from here 
(one mile is approximately 1.6 kilometres) 

 
Giving directions to drivers 
 

Follow the signs for … 
The town centre 
Birmingham 
Continue straight on past some traffic lights 
At the second set of traffic lights, turn left 
Go over the roundabout 
Take the second exit at the roundabout 
Turn right at the t-junction 
Go under the bridge 
Go over the bridge 
You'll cross some railway lines 

Motoring 
Here are some of the phrases you may need and 
signs you will see if you travel by car. 

 
Can i park here? 
Where's the nearest petrol station? 
How far is it to the next services? 
Are we nearly there? 
Please slow down! 
We've had an accident 
Sorry, it was my fault 
It wasn't my fault 
You've left your lights on 
Have you passed your driving test? 

 
At a petrol station 

 
How much would you like? 
Full, please 
£25 worth, please 
It takes … 
Petrol 
Diesel 
It’s an electric car 
I'd like some oil 
Can i check my tyre pressures here? 

 
Mechanical problems 

 
My car's broken down 
My car won't start 

We've run out of petrol 
The battery's flat 
Have you got any jump leads? 
I've got a flat tyre 
I've got a puncture 
The … isn't working 
Speedometer 
Petrol gauge 
Fuel gauge 
The … aren't working 
Brake lights 
Indicators 
There's something wrong with … 
The engine 
The steering 
The brakes 
The car's losing oil 

 
Dealing with the police 

 
Could i see your driving licence? 
Do you know what speed you were doing? 
Are you insured on this vehicle? 
Could i see your insurance documents? 
Have you had anything to drink? 
How much have you had to drink? 
Could you blow into this tube, please? 

 
Things you might see 

 
Stop 
Give way 
No entry 
One way 
Parking 
No parking 
No stopping 
Vehicles will be clamped 
Keep left 
Get in lane 
Slow down 
No overtaking 
School 
Low bridge 
Level crossing 
Bus lane 
No through road 
Caution 
Fog 
Diversion 
Road closed 
Roadworks 
Accident ahead 
Queue ahead 
Queues after next junction 
On tow 
Services 
Air 
Water 
Don't drink and drive 

 

Car hire 
These phrases will enable you to make 
arrangements to hire a car and ask how to 
operate it. 

 
I'd like to hire a car 
How long for? 
For how many days? 
For … 
One day 
Two days 
A week 
How much does it cost? 
£40 a day with unlimited mileage 
What type of car do you want  
— manual or automatic? 
Has this car got …? 
Air conditioning 
Central locking 
A cd player 
Child locks 
Could i see your driving licence? 
You have to bring it back with a full tank 
It has to be returned by 2pm on saturday 
Remember to drive on the … 
Left 
Right 
 

Operating the car 
 
Does it take petrol or diesel? 
Is it manual or automatic? 
I'll show you the controls 
Where are the …? 
Lights 



Indicators 
Windscreen wipers 
How do you open the …? 
Petrol tank (us english: gas tank) 
Boot (us english: trunk) 
Bonnet (us english: hood) 

 

Travelling by taxi 
If you need to take a taxi, these phrases will come 
in handy. 

 
Do you know where i can get a taxi? 
Do you have a taxi number? 

 
Ordering a taxi 

 
I'd like a taxi, please 
Sorry, there are none available at the moment 
Where are you? 
What's the address? 
I'm … 
At the metropolitan hotel 
At the train station 
At the corner of oxford street and tottenham 
Court road 
Could i take your name, please? 
How long will i have to wait? 
How long will it be? 
Quarter of an hour 
About ten minutes 
It's on its way 

 
In the taxi 

 
Where would you like to go? 
I'd like to go to … 
Charing cross station 
Could you take me to …? 
The city centre 
How much would it cost to …? 
Heathrow airport 
How much will it cost? 
Could we stop at a cashpoint? 
Is the meter switched on? 
Please switch the meter on 
How long will the journey take? 
Do you mind if i open the window? 
Do you mind if i close the window? 
Are we almost there? 
How much is it? 
Have you got anything smaller? 
That's fine, keep the change 
Would you like a receipt? 
Could i have a receipt, please? 
Could you pick me up here at …? 
Six o'clock 
Could you wait for me here? 

 
Things you might see 

 
Taxis 
For hire 

 
 
Travelling by bus and train 
Some of these phrases will be necessary if you 
are travelling by bus or train. Also included are 
the signs you might see at stations. 
 
At the bus or train station 
!

Where's the ticket office? 
Where are the ticket machines? 
What time's the next bus to …? 
Camden 
What time's the next train to …? 
Leeds 
Can i buy a ticket on the bus? 
Can i buy a ticket on the train? 
How much is a … to london? 
Single 
Return 
First class single 
First class return 
I'd like a … to bristol 
Single 
Return 
Child single 
Child return 
Senior citizens' single 
Senior citizens' return 
First class single 
First class return 
Are there any reductions for off-peak travel? 
When would you like to travel? 

When will you be coming back? 
I'd like a return to …, coming back on sunday 
Newcastle 
Which platform do i need for …? 
Manchester 
Is this the right platform for …? 
Cardiff 
Where do i change for …? 
Exeter 
You'll need to change at … 
Reading 
Can i have a timetable, please? 
How often do the buses run to …? 
Bournemouth 
How often do the trains run to …? 
Coventry 
I'd like to renew my season ticket, please 
The next train to arrive at platform 2 is the 
16.35 to doncaster 
Platform 11 for the 10.22 to guildford 
The next train to depart from platform 
5 will be the 18.03 service to penzance 
The train's running late 
The train's been cancelled 
 
On the bus or train 
 
Does this bus stop at …? 
Trafalgar square 
Does this train stop at …? 
Leicester 
Could i put this in the hold, please? 
Could you tell me when we get to …? 
The university 
Could you please stop at …? 
The airport 
Is this seat free? 
Is this seat taken? 
Do you mind if i sit here? 
Tickets, please 
All tickets and railcards, please 
Could i see your ticket, please? 
I've lost my ticket 
What time do we arrive in …? 
Sheffield 
What's this stop? 
What's the next stop? 
This is my stop 
I'm getting off here 
Is there a buffet car on the train? 
Do you mind if i open the window? 
We are now approaching london kings cross 
This train terminates here 
All change, please 
Please take all your luggage and personal 
Belongings with you 
 
The tube (the london underground) 
 
Could you tell me where the nearest tube 
Station is? 
Where's there a map of the underground? 
Over there 
Which line do i need for camden town? 
How many stops is it to …? 
Westminster 
I'd like a day travelcard, please 
Which zones? 
Zones 1-2 
I'd like an oyster card, please 
(prepaid card for travelling on the tube and 
Bus in london) 
I'd like to put £10 on it 
 
Things you might see 
 
Tickets 
Platform 
Waiting room 
Left luggage 
Lost property 
Underground 
Bus stop 
Request stop 
On time 
Expected 
Delayed 
Cancelled 
Calling at ... 
Seat 
Car 
Priority seat 
(a seat which should be offered to those 
Less able to stand such as pregnant women, 
The elderly, or the disabled) 
To trains 
Trains to london 

Way out 
Mind the gap 
Northbound platform 
Eastbound platform 
Southbound platform 
Westbound platform 
 

 
Travelling by air 
Here are some of the phrases you will need when 
travelling by air and some of the signs you will 
see at the airport. 
Checking in 

!

I've come to collect my tickets 
I booked on the internet 
Do you have your booking reference? 
Your passport and ticket, please 
Here's my booking reference 
Where are you flying to? 
Did you pack your bags yourself? 
Has anyone had access to your bags in the 
Meantime? 
Do you have any liquids or sharp objects in your 
Hand baggage? 
How many bags are you checking in? 
Could i see your hand baggage, please? 
Do i need to check this in or can i take it with me? 
 
You'll need to check that in 
 
There's an excess baggage charge of … 
£30 
Would you like a window or an aisle seat? 
Enjoy your flight! 
Where can i get a trolley? 
 
Security 
 
Are you carrying any liquids? 
Could you take off your …, please? 
Coat 
Shoes 
Belt 
Could you put any metallic objects into the tray, 
Please? 
Please empty your pockets 
Please take your laptop out of its case 
I'm afraid you can't take that through 
 
In the departure lounge 
 
What's the flight number? 
Which gate do we need? 
Last call for passenger smith travelling to miami, 
Please proceed immediately to gate number 32 
The flight's been delayed 
The flight's been cancelled 
We'd like to apologise for the delay 
Could i see your passport and boarding card, 
Please? 
 
On the plane 
 
What's your seat number? 
Could you please put that in the overhead locker? 
Please pay attention to this short safety 
Demonstration 
Please turn off all mobile phones and electronic 
Devices 
The captain has turned off the fasten seatbelt sign 
How long does the flight take? 
Would you like any food or refreshments? 
The captain has switched on the fasten seatbelt sign 
We'll be landing in about fifteen minutes 
Please fasten your seatbelt and return your seat 
To the upright position 
Please stay in your seat until the aircraft has come 
To a complete standstill and the fasten seatbelt sign 
Has been switched off 
The local time is … 
9.34pm 
 
Things you might see 
 
Short stay (abbreviation of short stay car park) 
Long stay (abbreviation of long stay car park) 
Arrivals 
Departures 
International check-in 
International departures 
Domestic flights 
Toilets 
Information 
Ticket offices 
Lockers 
Payphones 



Restaurant 
Check-in closes 40 minutes before departure 
Gates 1-32 
Tax free shopping 
Duty free shopping 
Transfers 
Flight connections 
Baggage reclaim 
Passport control 
Customs 
Taxis 
Car hire 
Departures board 
Check-in open 
Go to gate ... 
Delayed 
Cancelled 
Now boarding 
Last call 
Gate closing 
Gate closed 
Departed 
Arrivals board 
Expected 23:25 
Landed 09:52 
 

 

!


